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From the desk of Pastor Cary: 
 

Lessons From Gideon 

 

We have been discussing Gideon in Bible Study recently, and I would like to share in this 

month’s article some of the things that we have discussed. Like me, most of you are probably 

familiar with the story of how God used Gideon to defeat the Midianites. But as we have taken a 

deeper look into Gideon recently, I have developed a better understanding of God and of 

myself. 
 

I encourage you to read chapters 6 and 7 in Judges, but here is a quick introduction. Due to their 

disobedience to God, the Israelite people had been suffering at the hand of the Midianites for 7 

years. In response to their cry for help, God sent an angel to Gideon to tell him to deliver the 

Israelites from the Midianites. 
 

The Lord saw Gideon as a mighty hero (Judges 6:12), but Gideon saw himself as the least person 

in the least clan in Israel (Judges 6:15). Gideon looked at himself and his circumstances and felt 

unqualified to deliver the Israelites, but God said, “I will be with you” (Judges 6:15). 

If we are honest, we all may feel unqualified as Gideon did from time to time. But this feeling 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued) 

 

misses an important point. God will equip us to do whatever He calls us to do. Success depends 

not upon our skills and abilities, but upon our faith and obedience to God. 
 

As you probably know, Gideon asked God for a couple of signs to confirm his calling. Doing so, 

of course was a sign of Gideon’s weak faith. First, he asked God to wet a fleece with dew, but 

leave the ground dry, and God did so. Then, he asked God to cause the ground to be wet and the 

fleece to be dry. Once again, God honored Gideon’s request for a sign. 
 

Gideon prefaced his request for a sign by saying “If you will save Israel by my hand, as you have 

said…” (Judges 6:36). Gideon questioned God’s integrity by asking Him for a sign to confirm 

that He would do what He had already said He would do. 
 

Perhaps we are not as blunt as was Gideon in our moments of doubt, but if we need signs from 

God before we do what God tells us to do, then our faith is as shaky as was Gideon&#39;s. 
 

I think there are two important lessons for us here. First, Gideon showed little faith by 

continuing to ask God to confirm what He had already said. Second, God, in His grace, obliged 

Gideon’s request for a sign. 
 

Although God may acquiesce to our request, asking for a sign is not a model we should adopt. 

As Philips (2004) cautions, “Those who desire guidance by using a fleece should probably get a 

sheep’s fleece and ask God literally to reverse turf wetness and dryness, as Gideon did. And then 

repent.” 
 

God certainly understands our fears and is aware of our weaknesses, but He requires our 

obedience. 
 

Gideon’s request for signs reflected his poor view of himself and, more importantly, a lack of 

faith in his God. But rather than being angry, God was merciful. In fact, God took an additional 

step to assure the reluctant hero. God told Gideon that if he still was afraid, go to the Midianite’s 

camp. 
 

Judges 7:13–14 

Gideon crept up just as a man was telling his companion about a dream. The man said, “I had 

this dream, and in my dream a loaf of barley bread came tumbling down into the Midianite camp. 

It hit a tent, turned it over, and knocked it flat!” 
 

His companion answered, “Your dream can mean only one thing—God has given Gideon son of 

Joash, the Israelite, victory over Midian and all its allies!” 
 

In His grace and sovereignty, God reassured Gideon yet again by giving a Midianite soldier a 

dream. In response to another soldier’s interpretation of the dream, Gideon finally found the 

faith with him. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 2023 Announcements 

continued) 
 

As demonstrated through Gideon, God can use even the least of us if we are faithful and 

obedient 

to His call. God expects us to trust Him, but in His grace He assured Gideon that He would 

be 

with Him. We can have that same assurance without pleading for signs. 
 

Finally, please note that the enemy that Gideon was scared of, was actually scared of Him 

(Judges 7:14). It is easy to be intimidated by the size and apparent power of the enemies and 

obstacles we face in our lives, but the truth is that when God sends us to battle, He is faithful to 

give us victory. 
 

As I have reflected on 2022, I have seen myself demonstrate the same excuses and reluctance 

as Gideon did. Perhaps you may see a little Gideon in yourself as well. 
 

My challenge for myself and for you is to walk boldly in faith and obedience in 2023. 

Undoubtedly, we will face opposition and obstacles that are too big for us to handle alone. But 

we are never alone. God is with us. 

 

Cary 
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BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesday @ 10:00 a.m. led by Pastor Cary Green at the Church and on 

Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 
 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursdays @ 11:00 a.m. at the Church and on 

Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 

 

BOARD MEETING, Monday, January 9,  2023 @ 6:30pm at the church and on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 
 



         
 

JOYS:  
We have a Contract for the Sale of our building 

Connie Kiesling is home 

Jim Brown is home from hospital again  

Nancy Rynerson, is home from the hospital 

Ken & Bonnie Uchida have Covid 

Rosie and Mike Harrison are better 

 

CONCERNS: 
Don Mullins and his family, dear friend of Jim & Martha  

The family of Joan Hipsher,  

Kian Busard, Marlene Moore’s daughter, recovery from back surgery 

Jim Brown 

Deb Dunn Family 

Janet Benz niece’s, baby Luella Joy, birth weigh up  

Paige Smith is home but in need of prayers 

Joyce Leslie, new diagnosis, new medicine, please continue to pray 

Connie Kiesling  

Cindy Erickson’s stepmother, Janie Long 

John LaOrange, Mary Jean Shank's son-in-law and his wife Nancy 

Nancy Rynerson, has improved and planning on being home for Christmas 

Betsy & Bill Arnold 

Max Landes 

Rick & Janet Benz is going well with dialysis at night doing well 

Alice Snider, & Kenny and Tia Denny 

Shannon Minglin 

Chuck Minglin 

Eva Logan 

Deb Britt (Jim & Martha’s neighbor) 

Cyndy Gentry 

Tony, Jennifer, Lennon & Aldous Morgan 

Gavin Morgan & Ryker 

Mary Jean Shanks 

Dorinda Hylton 

Gloria Santee 

Gail Truax 

Bob Rihel (Ted Jones’ brother-in-law) 

Jose Santiago having Chemo 

Kathi, Cary Green’s cousin’s wife 

Jason Crittendon 

Bonnie Uchida 

Sandy Dalton 

Kamryn Kollmar 



All who are struggling with health, work, grief, depression, anxiety, and loss 

All who are holding their pain privately 

 
ASSISTED LIVING: 

Cyndy Gentry (McKinney Place)                                      Iris Ashby (Neal Home 

Dorinda Hylton (Home)                                                   Max Landis (McKinney Place 101) 

(If I have missed anyone, I am sorry) 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS         ANNIVERSARIES            

      

    1  Ted Jones                                                          1  Ted & Julie Jones 

    1  Cindy Gentry                                                   29  Dennis & Jane Kollmar 

  11  Alice Snider 

  16  Jason Crittendon 

  22  Kenny Denny 

 

Serving in January 
Praying at the Table:             Worship Leader:               Greeters                          Coffee Closet 
  1  Ted Jones                                            1  Ken Uchida                                      1  Barb Erickson                            1   

  8  Julie Jones                                            8  Ingrid Minnick                                 8  Ingrid Minnick                           8 Martha Brown 

15  Dennis Kollmar                                  15  Jane Kollmar                                 15  Ken Uchida                              15  Cindy Erickson 

22  Jane Kollmar                                      22  Dennis Kollmar                             22  Susan Spencer                          22  Beth Chapman 

29  Skip Perry                                          29  Ken Uchida                                    29  Toni & Howard Lhamoon       29  Ingrid Minnick 
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A note from Martha, 

I want to take this opportunity to thank each and everyone for all the thoughts and prayers, 

through this difficult time in our lives.   

You will never know what your notes have meant to me, when Jim went into surgery for a total 

knee replacement, little did I think anything like this would happened.   

But I am so thankful to God for bring him through this difficult time, and for all the prayers 

that went up for him.  The last time I called 911 I was worried that he might not make it.  Jim 

was not respondent to us and he could not walk.  But with the grace of God, he has improved   

so much. 

I am sorry that this Newsletter is late, and I have not been able to complete some of my duties, 

but I needed to be with him. 

Again I thank you all for understanding and your prayers, 

Martha 


