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From the desk of Pastor Betsy: 
 

I awoke this morning with our church on my mind. Today, we will be voting on whether to 

consider selling our building. Another church has expressed an interest in the property. We 

don’t know if our building is in their price range. We don’t even know what our asking price 

would be. We don’t know if we could get a better price from a commercial business. There 

is a great deal we do not know. What we do know is that we must do something about our 

financial situation.  

 

Bill and I have owned 9 houses in our lives which means we’ve sold our home 8 times. 

Every single sale created a flood of emotions within me…sadness, grief, appreciation, 

gratitude, and hope for the future. I walked through each house, after our belongings were 

gone, remembering the life we had shared in that space. Every sale represented a loss and an 

ending. Every sale represented a creative opportunity and new possibilities. 
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(From the Desk of Pastor Betsy continued) 

 

For three years I have been your pastor. In that time, I’ve come to love you and this sacred 

space that we share. It is the most beautiful church I’ve ever called home. The thought of 

selling creates an ache within me. Most of you have loved River of Life longer than I have; I 

cannot imagine your feelings as we consider the possibility of leaving and establishing our 

congregation in a new location.  

 

We need to talk openly with one another about our situation and our feelings. We need to 

consider all the possible alternatives. Perhaps we are being called to let go of the past and 

move into an unknown future that God is sculpting. The only way we can move forward 

with confidence is to listen to the voice of God. We must pray for guidance and discernment 

both individually and as a group.  

 

A prayer group for our congregational life is being organized at this time. If you are 

interested in joining, please let me or Jane Kollmar know. The dates and times of the 

meetings have yet to be determined; we will be working around the schedules of those who 

wish to participate.  

 

My heart is heavy this beautiful spring day. My heart is full of hope this gorgeous sunny 

day. God is leading us; we must listen.  

 

Pastor Betsy 

 

Later addition: The Board members and everyone who attended the meeting on April 27th 

voted unanimously to investigate the sale of our building. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Making Godly Decisions 

I am writing this article on the day of the “Urgent Called Board Meeting” at which the 

future of our church will be discussed, and important decisions will be made. My purpose in 

this newsletter is to provide some Biblical examples of making godly decisions. 

If we learn both from the good and bad decisions made in these examples, we will be better 

prepared to understand what God is calling us to do, and we will be better able to make the 

decisions He wants us to make.  

Those of you in Bible Study will remember our discussion of the mistake the Israelites 

made by entering into a covenant with the Gibeonites (Joshua 9). The Israelites had good 

motives and making the decision to enter into the covenant made sense based on the 

apparent circumstances. The issue, however, was that the Israelites “did not ask counsel 

from the LORD” (Joshua 9:14).  

 

Even though the Israelites thought they were making a good decision based on their human 

understanding of the circumstances, entering into a covenant with the Gibeonites violated 

what God had told them: “You shall make no covenant with them” (Deuteronomy 7:2). 

 

So, then, as we make decisions, we must always remember to seek the counsel of the Lord 

and avoid making a decision simply because “it seemed like the thing to do at the time.”  

Making godly decisions requires us to seek God’s will, think critically, understand God’s 

word, and move forward boldly once we have discerned His will.  

 

The content below is derived from one of the books I wrote for Christian teens. I believe 

this content is particularly relevant to our congregation now because we must make some 

very important decisions regarding the future direction of our church. 

 

Critical thinking for Christians requires discerning God’s will and evaluating potential 

actions and interpreting circumstances based on God’s Word. This important principle is 

shown in 1 Samuel 24:3–7: 

                3 He came to the sheepfolds on the way, where there was a cave; and Saul went in to       

            relieve himself. Now David and his men were sitting in the inner recesses of the  

            cave.  

          4The men of David said to him, “Behold, this is the day of which the LORD said to  

            you, “Behold; I am about to give your enemy into your hand, and you shall do to  

            him as it seems good to you.” Then David arose and cut off the edge of Saul’s robe  

            secretly.  
                5 It came about afterward that David’s conscience bothered him because he had cut   

            off the edge of Saul’s robe. 
 

(continued) 



 
(continued) 

6 So he said to his men, “Far be it from me because of the LORD that I should    
   do this thing to my lord, the LORD’S anointed, to stretch out my hand against  

  him, since he is the LORD’S anointed.”  
7 David persuaded his men with these words and did not allow them to rise up  
   against Saul. And Saul arose, left the cave, and went on his way. 

 

In the passage we read that King Saul went into a cave where David was hiding. David’s 

men interpreted this situation as a God-given opportunity to kill Saul. Given that David was 

able to cut off a piece of Saul’s robe, David could have easily killed Saul.  

 

Let’s review the facts. First, David had rightful claim to the throne. Second, King Saul had 

been trying to kill David, so killing Saul would have put an end to a real threat to David’s 

life. Third, David could very easily have killed Saul in the cave. Fourth, David’s men 

claimed that God had delivered Saul so that David should kill him. 

 

David, however, looked beyond the circumstances and did not kill Saul. David knew that he 

was not allowed to harm Saul because Saul, too, had been anointed to be king by God. Thus, 

David demonstrated obedience and reverence for God rather than acting based on 

circumstances or the opinions of others.   

 

We, too, should look beyond circumstances and popular opinion. We must always seek 

God’s wisdom and only make decisions and take actions consistent with God’s word and 

that bring honor to Him. 

 

Making godly decisions often requires us to trust God and step out in faith in the face of fear 

and apparent obstacles. 

 

The Bible gives in the book of Numbers a vivid example of the importance of trusting God 

and seeing the opportunities He provides rather than focusing on apparent obstacles. Prior to 

moving into the land that He promised to give them, God instructed Moses to send twelve 

Israelite spies to gather information about the land and its people. When the spies returned, 

they reported that the people in the land were strong and the cities were well-secured. This 

report scared the Israelites. Below is the response of Caleb and some of the other spies. 

 
                 30Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go  

              up and take possession of it, for we will surely overcome it.”  
                 31But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the  

             people, for they are too strong for us.” 
                32So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied     

             out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that  

            devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great  

            size.”(Numbers 13:30–32) 
(continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2022 ANNOUCEMENTS

 

BRIEF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  Immediately following worship on Sunday, May 1st. 

 

COLLECTING PAPER PRODUCTS for Emmaus House Shelter (cups, plates, napkins etc.) 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesday @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green at the Church and on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 

 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursdays @ 11:00 a.m. at the Church and on Zoom  

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 

 

(continued) 

 

Caleb trusted God and recommended that the Israelites take the Promised Land. However, 

the other spies saw nothing but apparent problems and recommended that the Israelites not 

take the land. Joshua, who also had gone with the spies into the land, stated: 

 

Only do not rebel against the Lord; and do not fear the people of the land, for 

they will be our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the 

Lord is with us; do not fear them. (Numbers 14:9) 

 

Joshua and Caleb’s comments are insightful for Christian leaders. Caleb saw the opportunity 

and said “by all means” we should go. Joshua cautioned against rebelling against 

(disobeying) the Lord by failing to take the land that God had given the Israelites. He 

reminded the Israelites that “The Lord is with us.” The point is that God had told the 

Israelites that He would give them the land. They needed to trust God, obey Him, and take 

the opportunity He provided. 

 

God may also put a significant opportunity for you amid obstacles that appear “of great size” 

and “too strong.” If you discern that God tells you to “take the land,” you can be confident 

He will enable you to conquer apparent obstacles. 

 

In summary, when making decisions, we cannot simply rely on circumstances. We cannot 

simply rely on human opinion alone because our opinion may not align with God’s will. We 

cannot shrink back in fear. We must always seek God’s will and then move forward boldly 

after He shows us the direction to take. 

 

Cary J. Green 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER, JOYS, AND CONCERNS 
 

JOYS:  
Caleb Crook, Ingrid Minnick’s grandson, was elected Mayor for the Day by the Key Club 

Barb Landis and Skip Perry are in the top 10 volunteers at Logansport Memorial Hospital 

Cynthia Gentry has been moved to Miller’s in Logansport and is Room 111 

 

CONCERNS: 
Winnie and Max Landes 

The family of Barb Stilwell, a member of the Minnick family, on Barb’s passing. 

Gavin & Ryker Morgan 

Marsha Iles  

Cyndy Gentry  

Mark and Diane (Jane Kollmar’s sister and brother-in-law) Awaiting medical test results. 

Ted and Julie Jones and the family of Darlene Allen (Ted’s sister). 

Cindy Erickson’s, Aunt Kathy, on the passing of her son. 

Bob Rihel (Ted Jones’ brother-in-law) 

Skip Perry 

Alice Snider, Kenny, and Tia Denny 

Ben Ashby 

Iris Ashby 

Kathi, Cary Green’s cousin’s wife  

Nieta Green 

Barb Landis 

Marlene Moore  

Beth Chapman’s uncle, Danny 

Jason Crittendon 

Bonnie Uchida  

Sandy Dalton  

Chuck Minglin 

Kamryn Kollmar  

Deb Britt (Martha and Jim’s neighbor) battling cancer.  

All who are struggling with health, work, grief, and loss. 

All who are holding their pain privately 

The war in Ukraine 

Racial tensions worldwide 

Areas of natural disasters including fire and tornados 

Our church and the church worldwide 

 

SHUT-INS: 
Joan Hipsher (Woodbridge Rm 203)   Cyndy Gentry (Miller’s Rm 111) 

Barb Landis (Home)    Marlene Moore (Miller’s Rm 120) 

 

Prayer Requests 



BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES

Pam Herd May  07 Bill & Betsy Arnold         May 21 

Lana Uchida  May 10 

Steve Erickson  May 16 

Toni Lhamon  May 18 

Serving in May
Praying at the Table Worship Leader 
  1 Connie Kiesling   1         Jim Brown 

  8 Jim Brown   8         Barb Erickson 

15 Martha Brown 15         Ken Uchida 

22 Ken Uchida 22         Connie Kiesling 

29 Ted Jones 29         Martha Brown 

Greeters   Coffee Closet 
  1         Marsha Iles   1  

  8        Marsha Iles   8  Marsha Iles 

15        Skip Perry         15  Martha Brown 

22         Barb Erickson          22  Barb Erickson 

29         Connie Kiesling         29   

Butterscotch Cake from Barb Erickson
1 Yellow Cake Mix 

1 Can Butterscotch Pudding 

2 Eggs 

Mix together and beat for 2 minutes 

Pour into a 9x 12 ungreased pan

Then mix in: 

small pkg. Butterscotch chips 

1 Tablespoon of Sugar 

Nuts (Optional)
Bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes 

ENJOY! 


