
 
 

Down by the River 
News from the River of Life Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is our Church’s Mission? 
 

At Bible Study last week, someone asked the question, “What should I be praying for exactly 

when I pray for our church? I pray for our church in general, but should I be more 

specific?”  These excellent questions got me thinking. What is the mission of River of Life 

Christian Church in 2022?  
 

Our congregation, both as Ninth Street and River of Life, has a history of being a church that 

feeds the community. We began the free Community Thanksgiving Dinner in 1968 or 69. 

We have held community dinners each quarter for years. We’ve worked hard to feed people 

in Logansport. Our mission has been that of a feeding church.  
 

We no longer have enough people to put on these large events. We have aged and we must 

honor our limitations. Yet, we are still the church; we are a people called by God to follow 

Jesus Christ and minister to others in need. 
 

What can we realistically offer to the people of Logansport at this point in our church life?  

What we have in abundance is space. Our commercial kitchen and its adjoining fellowship 

hall sit idle most of the time. Who needs it? Who could use it?  What sort of service could 
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be offered here? With whom might we partner to serve our community? 
 

We need to pray for God to reveal God’s mission for our church. What does God have 

planned for us as God’s people? How does God want us to serve Logansport in the name of 

Jesus Christ? 
 

In Bible Study, we talked about how Joshua won the battle for the fortified city of Jericho by 

following the will of God (Joshua chapter 6). Shortly afterward, a portion of Joshua’s army was 

defeated by the soldiers of the small village of Ai (Joshua chapter 7). The difference between 

the two battles is that when the Hebrews went up against the strength of Jericho, they listened 

to God. God told them to attack, and God told them how to conquer the city.  In scripture, 

God never told Joshua to attack Ai. Joshua’s army simply went about the task based on their 

own thinking; they left God out of the equation.  Let us learn from their mistake.  
 

Right now, before we act or react, we need to listen. We must seek the will of God for our 

church. We can do this by praying. We can do this by talking to people in the Logansport 

community and asking what they think our city needs. We can talk to one another about our 

ideas and dreams for our church. This is not the time to lament who we used to be; this is not 

the time for looking backwards. This is a time for seeking the way forward into our future by 

listening to God. 
 

Let us pray diligently asking that God’s will for the mission of our church be revealed. We 

pray this prayer in Christ’s name. Amen 
 

Pastor Betsy, Maybe you can change this sentence a little… When attacking Ai, they weren’t 

listening to God or being obedient. 
 

They attacked Ai without seeking God’s will.  They went to battle without God’s direction, and 

they were defeated by an inferior army. 
 

You don’t have to use my words exactly, or even make any changes at all.  But I think the 

point we can make is not so much that they didn’t listen to God (i.e., they didn’t disobey what 

He told then per se, because He didn’t tell them anything); the issue was that they never asked 

Him if they should attach Ai in the first place. 

 

Pastor Betsy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Contrite Heart 

In my recent sermon, A Call to Repentance, we discussed the importance of turning away from our 

sins and turning towards Christ. Jesus’ message was clear: unless we repent, we will perish (Luke13:1-

9). 
 

Repentance is a word that we may not fully understand, and it is a sacrifice that we may not truly 

make. I think many Christians assume that confession and repentance are the same, but the words 

have different meanings. 
 

Confession means to agree with. When we confess our sins, we are agreeing with God that we have 

sinned (missed the mark). Packer (1993) helps us understand the meaning of repentance: 
 

The New Testament word for repentance means changing one’s mind so that one’s views, 

values, goals, and ways are changed and one’s whole life is lived differently. The change 

is radical, both inwardly and outwardly; mind and judgment, will and affections, behavior 

and life-style, motives and purposes, are all involved. Repenting means starting to live a 

new life. 
 

Theologists distinguish between two types of repentance (Sproul, 2015). One type is known as 

“attrition” and refers to a superficial repentance.  In this case, the remorse we feel is caused by the 

fear of the negative consequences of sin or fear of losing God’s blessings that we might have 

otherwise received (Sproul, 2015). Attrition is not what God wants from His children.  
 

The other type is known as “contrition” and refers to a genuine, heart-felt repentance (Sproul, 

2015).  The remorse associated with contrition comes from knowing that our sin is an offense to 

God. We feel sadness because we know that, although our eternal salvation is secure, our sin 

damages our relationship with God. A contrite person is truly sorry for his or her sin and confesses 

without rationalization or justification. Contrition causes one to try to make restitution if possible and 

make a commitment to turn away from the sin (Sproul, 2015). 
 

King David tells us that God desires a change on the inside of us: The sacrifices of God are a broken 

spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise (Psalm 51:17, ESV). 
 

When we confess, we are admitting our sins to God, but we are not necessarily changing our 

behavior. When we repent, we are changing our heart and our actions so that we don’t 

commit that sin again. Notice the difference. By confessing we say we regret our sins. When 

we repent and turn from our sins, we are demonstrating to God our commitment to obey 

Him.   
 

We must remember that our sins offend God, and our sins should offend us as well. Let’s 

make the commitment to truly repent by demonstrating a contrite heart and turning away 

from sin. 
 

Cary J Green 
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April 2022 ANNOUCEMENTS

 
BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesday @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 a.m. at the Church 

(Information for Zoom will be sent our to join} 

 

FLOWERS FOR SANCTUARY, we will be ordering Easter Flowers from Martins and if anyone 

would like to donate for the purchase of them would be appreciated. 
 

COLLECTING PAPER PRODUCTS for Emmaus House Shelter (cups, plates, napkins etc.) 
 

BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesday @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green at the Church and on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 
 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursdays @ 11:00 a.m. at the Church and on Zoom  

(Information for Zoom will be sent to join) 
 

You are invited to Mary Jean Shanks’ 90
th

 Birthday Party 

April 9, 2022 

River of Life Fellowship Hall 

Between the hours of 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

Please drop in and celebrate Mary Jean’s birth 

 

CROSSROADS CARRY-IN:  Sunday, April 24
th

, we will have a carry-in meal immediately following worship.  

This is the second community meal on our crossroads journey.  We will eat together, fellowship, and discuss 

the future of our church.  Please plan to join us! 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE:  Thursday, April 14
th

 2022 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 



 

PRAYER, JOYS, AND CONCERNS 
 

JOYS:  
Baby Colin Iles is home from the hospital. 

Steve Erickson received great news at his 6-month checkup. 

Dorinda is home from Franciscan Hospital doing a little better 

CONCERNS: 
The family of Marge Ingmire. 

Family of James Klaiber  

Dorinda Hyltonis awaiting more test in April and May 

John & Bonnie Minglin 

Dorothy and Dave Schneider  

Kathi, Cary Green’s cousin’s wife  

Nieta Green’s medical procedure 

Barb Landis 

Marlene Moore  

Beth Chapman’s uncle, Danny. His cancer has returned 

Vickie Jameson’s husband  

Jason Crittendon 

Howard Lhamon  

Iris Ashby  

Dorinda Hylton  

Bonnie Uchida  

Ben Ashby  

Sandy Dalton  

Alice Snider, Kenny, and Tia Denny 

Kian Busard (Marlene Moore’s daughter) 

Pat C. (Neighbor of Dorinda Hylton) 

Paige Smith, Barb Erickson’s nephew  

Chuck Minglin 

Kamryn Kollmar  

Deb Britt  

Tony & Jennifer Morgan 

Bob Rihel (Ted Jones’ brother-in-law) 

Ed and Betty Denton 

All who are struggling with health, work, grief, and loss. 

All who are holding their pain privately 

The war in Ukraine 

Racial tensions worldwide 

Areas of natural disasters including fire and tornados 

 

SHUT-INS: 
Joan Hipsher (Woodbridge Rm 203)   Cyndy Gentry (McKinney Place) 

Barb Landis (Woodbridge)   Marlene Moore (Miller’s Rm 120) 

 



                           

 

BIRTHDAYS           ANNIVERSARIES            

Connie Ingmire  April 11    Norman & Debra Rivard         April 29 

Mary Jean Shanks  April 11 

Jim Brown                    April 16 

Bill Arnold   April 18 

Phillip McIntire  April 19 

Betsy Arnold   April 27 

 

Serving in April 

Praying at the Table   Worship Leader 
  3          Ken Uchida    3         Jane Kollmar 

10          Ted Jones  10         Dennis Kollmar 

14          Julie Jones   

17          Dennis Kollmar  17         Ted Jones 

24          Jane Kollmar  24         Julie Jones 
 

Greeters            Coffee Closet 
  3         MaryAnn McIntire              3   

10         Ingrid Minnick            10  Barb Erickson 

17         Ken Uchida             17   

24         Toni & Howard Lhamon           24  Connie Kiesling 

 

 



 


