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And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes,”---Revelations 7:17 
 

In Marilynn Robinson’s novel, Gilead, the Rev. John Ames says, “Augustine says that the 

Lord loves each of us as an only child, and that has to be true. ‘He will wipe the tears from all 

faces.’ It takes nothing away from the beauty of the verse to say that is exactly what will be 

required.” 
 

These words came into my mind as I was driving home along the Wabash river this evening. 

In the fading daylight, the big round moon was playing hide and seek with me, in misty purple 

clouds, as it rose over the river. 
  

I have been to visit someone I dearly love; she is battling cancer. Tomorrow, she goes under 

the knife. Her young son threw his arms around me, to welcome me, when I arrived. His face 

lit up and he looked so much like his mother, at that age, that my breath caught in my throat. 
  

This is where Christianity gets hard. These are the times that can call into question our faith in 

a loving God. Why does a young mother get cancer? How can our hearts ache with pain and 

yet rejoice in the laughter of a child, the beauty of the redbud trees blooming along the 

roadside, and the eagle soaring over the river? It’s a mystery. 
  

“Now, I know in part;” the Apostle Paul assures us, “then I shall know fully, even as I am fully 

known.” I Corinthians 13:12 
(continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We only know in part. We cannot understand the mind or the mystery of God. Instead, we 

cling to the promises that God does indeed love us and will wipe away every tear. We also 

cling to one another. God knows we are both vulnerable to doubt and stronger than steel. 
  

We are not called upon to shoulder our faith alone; we can, and must, lean upon one another. 

We are the tangible evidence of the love of God in a weary, beautiful, heartbreaking, and 

joyful world.  
  

Years ago, when I was going through a difficult time, my young friend’s mother gave me a 

silver angel pin. The angel wears a banner that reads, “Protect this woman.” This evening, I 

wrapped that precious gift in a box, put a bow on it, and gave that angel to her daughter. 

Sometimes we receive and sometimes we give. 
 

God bless you this night, whatever your burdens, joys, and cares. God bless your faith and 

your doubt. God bless our fellowship; our giving and receiving. 
  

This section of Robinson’s novel ends with these words of Rev. Ames, “I’ll pray, and then I’ll 

sleep.”  This night, under a full moon, I will pray, and hopefully sleep. My prayers will include 

you; please include me in yours. 
  

In Christian love and fellowship, Betsy 

 

The Holy Spirit 
 

Betsy gave a powerful message recently and related a story about how the Holy Spirit guided a 

pastor friend of hers to come to her house at the very moment she needed to talk to him. Her 

story gives us a wonderful example of how the Holy Spirit actively works in our lives. 

 

Most Christians likely have heard of the Holy Spirit but may not know what the Bible says 

about the third member of the Trinity. I wrote this short article to help you understand more 

about the Holy Spirit and to share a story of how the Holy Spirit acted powerfully in my life. 

 

When you place your faith in Jesus Christ, He sends the Holy Spirit (Spirit of Truth, Helper, 

Comforter) to live in your heart. The Holy Spirit will guide you, strengthen you, and enable 

you to do extraordinary things. The following verses describe the Holy Spirit in the lives of 

Christians: 

 

• “And now you Gentiles have also heard the truth, the Good News that God saves you. And 

when you believed in Christ, he identified you as his own by giving you the Holy Spirit, whom 

he promised long ago” (Ephesians 1:13 NLT). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes in me will do the same works I 

have done, and even greater works, because I am going to be with the Father” 

(John 14:12 NLT). 

• “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will 

never leave you” (John 14:16 NLT). 

• “But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the 

Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I 

have told you” (John 14:26 NLT). 

• “But in fact, it is best for you that I go away, because if I don’t, the Advocate 

won’t come. If I do go away, then I will send him to you” (John 16:7 NLT). 

• “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not 

speak on his own but will tell you what he has heard. He will tell you about the 

future” (John 16:13 NLT). 

 

You receive the Holy Spirit when you receive salvation. So, if you have confessed that you are 

a sinner and have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit lives in you. 

Jesus emphasized that it is “best for you” that He is going to His Father so that the Holy Spirit 

can come to Christians.  

 

Jesus also said that the Holy Spirit will guide and enable Christians to do even more than He 

did. When you walk in obedience, the Holy Spirit can work powerfully in your life. 

 

Let me share a quick story about how the Holy Spirit worked out a miracle in my life by 

orchestrating circumstances so I could meet a person who I really wanted to meet and who I 

thought could help me with my business. 

 

A few years ago, I needed to pick up a piece of equipment at a store between 10 a.m. and 

noon on a Saturday.  I had planned to go right at noon, but at about 10:30 I felt an urgency to 

go right then. I ignored the feeling for a couple minutes, but then realized that the Holy Spirit 

was prompting me to go, so I went. 
  

Shortly after I got to the store, the person I had wanted to meet walked in. He said that he was 

driving around and just felt like stopping in to see his buddy who owned the store.   

 

I had never met the guy, but said, “God sent you here now to meet me.”  He looked at me 

like  I was crazy, but after we talked for a while, he offered to help me, just as I thought he 

could. 

 

I had never met the guy, but said, “God sent you here now to meet me.”  He looked at me 

like  I was crazy, but after we talked for a while, he offered to help me, just as I thought he 

could. 

 

(continued) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in May 
Praying at the Table:   Worship Leader: 

  2  Jim Brown      2  Connie Kiesling 

  9  Martha Brown      9  Ted Jones 

16  Ken Uchida    16  Jason Crittenden 

23  Julie Jones    23  Bonnie Uchida 

30  Ted Jones    30  Jane Kollmar 

May 2021 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 
 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 a.m. at the Church 

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 
 

MONDAY, MAY 10th:  Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. at the Church 

(for those not able to attend, Zoom information will be sent) 
 

MONDAY, MAY 17th :  We will be collecting food for Emmaus House from 9:30 am-

10:30am, or you may bring to the church Sunday, May 9th and May 16th.   
 

 

The Holy Spirit spoke to me through that feeling of urgency and then led me to the store at 

the exact time I needed to be there. It seems clear that the Holy Spirit also caused the guy to 

stop by the store. 

 

The Holy Spirit spoke to me. The Holy Spirit spoke to that guy. And the Holy Spirit will 

speak to you as well.   

 

When the Holy Spirit speaks, listen! And then act…God will bless you, and He just might 

use you to bless someone else. 

 

Cary J. Green 
 



 
 

JOYS:  

Augustus James Lawrence Minnick was born on April 24. He weighed in at 5 pounds and 3 ounces and was  

19 inches long 

Lyndsay Kremer’s tumor shrunk and she’s having surgery on April 26, Lyndsay’s surgery was successful 

Skip did not have cancer but does unfortunately need another biopsy.  

Mary Bunte was able to get into an excellent assisted living facility, but Mary is now back in the hospital 

 

CONCERNS:  

Paige Smith, is quite ill and back in the hospital in Lafayette 

Jinger Vinson, 13 yr. old teammate of Tia, has cancer in her leg, the leg must be amputated 

Skip Perry  

Jill Trachsel, facing obstacles to receiving cancer treatment.  

Alice Snider  

Ben Ashby, cancer is in the final stages 

Mary & Dave Bunte 

Lillian Parkevich, neighbor of Mary Jean Shanks  

Connie Kiesling  

David & Pam Herd 

Bob and Nancy Stwalley, has Alzheimer’s disease  

Laura Gingerich lost her 3 children in house fire 

Ruth Collins suffering from the beginning stages of Leukemia  

Kamryn Kollmar 

Jill Trachsel, facing obstacles to receiving cancer treatment.  

Joe and Janny (Bonnie Uchida’s cousin and her husband) 

Lyndsay Kremer, 37-year-old battling cancer 

Matt Hughes Connie’s nephew  

Butch Jones  

Iris Ashby 

All who suffer from Covid or who have lost loved ones to the virus.  

Prayers for peace in our Country 

Doctors, Nurses, 1
st

 Responders, Essential Workers, Teachers and Students 

Marge Ingmire 

James Drake and his wife, Pam 

Neil Myers  

Mark and Rita Uchida  

Jim Cooke 
Dick Smith 
Katrina Cook 
Ken & Bonnie Uchida 



 

SHUT-INS: 

Joan Hipsher (Woodbridge)                                                                                                                   

Marge Ingmire (McKinney Place, 152)     

Cyndy Gentry (McKinney Place)                                             

Norma Harris (Millers 203)                                                      

Shirley Horn (Cass Plaza Apts} 

 

BIRTHDAYS           ANNIVERSARIES            

       

Marge Ingmire                    May   4     Jonathan & Deloris Brown      May 20 

Shirley Horn                 May   6     

Pam Herd   May   7                            

Steve Erickson   May 16 

Toni Lhamon   May 18 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Pillsbury’s Crescent Roll Taco Bake 
• 1 crescent roll tube (8oz.) 

• 1 lb. (at least 80%) ground beef  

• ¾ Cup Old El Paso Thick ‘n Chunky Salsa 

• 2 Tablespoons Old El Paso taco seasoning mix (from 1-oz. package) 

• 1 cup shredded Mexican blend cheese (4 oz) 

• Shredded lettuce 

• 1 or 2 dices tomatoes depending on size 

• ½ small can sliced black olive (drained) 

• Green onions – thinly sliced 

• Sour Cream 

 

1. Heat oven to 375 degrees.  Unroll dough; separate into 8 triangles.  Place in ungreased  

9-inch square pan or 10-inch pie plate; press over bottom and up sides to form crust. 

2. In skillet, brown beef over medium heat 8 – 10 minutes, stirring occasionally, until 

thoroughly cooked; drain.  Stir in salsa and taco seasoning mix.  Simmer 5 minutes.  Spoon 

meat mixture in crust-lined pan; sprinkle with cheese. 

3. Bake 14 -17 minutes or until crust is deep golden brown and chees is melted.  Serve 

topped with lettuce, tomato, green onions, black olives and sour cream. (if desired) 


