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Pastor Betsy’s Notes: 

 

Sharing our Stories/Sharing our Faith 
 

As I worked on my sermon for the first Sunday of Lent, I reflected on the lives of 

the members of our congregation. In addition to the joys of strong marriages and 

multigenerational families, we have also suffered losses both as individuals and as a 

congregation. Sometimes, it is during our darkest hours that God’s presence 

becomes especially clear. At other times, it is only after a time of trial has passed 

that we can see the hand of God working in our lives and the lives of those we love. 
 

During this time of preparation, I ask you to reflect on your life. Is there a time 

that stands out when God’s presence felt especially near? Is there a time when you 

felt alone, but someone else reminded you of God’s love? Can you recall a time 

when someone demonstrated the incarnational love of God to you or someone 

you love? 

I would like for us to take time to reflect, remember, and possibly share these  
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued) 

 

Thanks to all the folks who donated personal items to Emmaus House in January; 

your generosity is greatly appreciated. We are also grateful to those who helped 

collect the donations; we filled Marsha’s SUV. 
 

Let’s keep up the good work of God’s Kingdom. 
 

Thank you, 

 

Pastor Betsy 
 

Compassion Grant 

 

We are grateful to have received a $1,500.00 grant from the Week of Compassion 

Offering to assist us with our feeding ministry in the Logansport Community. This 

money is being divided between Emmaus House’s food pantry ($800.00), Felix’s 

Pantry at the high school ($400.00), and $300.00 for purchasing grocery gift cards 

to distribute. We are profoundly grateful to Connie Kiesling for completing the 

application and handling the grant distribution.  
 

A Change on the Inside 
 

“She’s gonna eat like a horse” I chuckled to myself as we headed into our favorite 

after-church restaurant.  My friend had given up eating solid food and only 

consumed liquids during Lent. As Lent came to an end, I naturally assumed that 

she would have a voracious appetite.   

I was wrong. She didn’t eat very much. She claimed that the liquid-only diet 

caused her stomach to shrink so she was unable to eat very much. 

 

As I reflected on my friend’s comment, I realized that she experienced an internal 

change that reduced an external desire. This change seems like an excellent 

outcome for a Christian: a change on the inside such that the external things of this 

world no longer have the allure they once had.   
 



                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued) 

 

So, why did my friend, and so many other Christians across the globe, “give up” 

something for Lent? According to The Calvin Institute of Christian Worship:  

 

Lent refers to the forty days leading up to Easter. The Lenten season 

is set aside for self-examination, spiritual renewal, and growth. In 

many churches, it is seen as a time for fasting and abstinence, for 

alms-giving and acts of mercy, for repentance and prayer.   
 

I like this definition because the “why” is defined as “self-examination, spiritual 

renewal, and growth.” I think sometimes we can get so caught up in the “what” of 

giving something up that we forget the why. Our motives are important. 
 

Jesus says in Mark 8:34 (ESV): 
34 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

cross and follow me. 

 

Deny yourself and take up His cross. This denial does not refer to merely giving 

something up or doing without for a season, but rather it refers to an internal 

change that causes our selfish ambitions and motives to melt away as we take up 

the Cross of Christ.  

 

We are called to replace the desires for anything that is not of Christ with a 

deepened, renewed, desire for Christ. To know Him more. To serve Him more. 

To be more like Him on the inside so that our actions, attitudes, and desires are 

truly changed.   

 

This Lenten Season let us focus on why we give something up rather than focusing 

on the process of going without. When we do, we will grow closer to Christ and 

feel His presence in our lives in a deeper and more meaningful way.     

 

Cary J Green 

https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/lent-resource-guide/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the desk of Connie Kiesling, Broad President 

ROLCC has been awarded a Week of Compassion Covid-19 Relief Grant. Week 

of Compassion is an arm of our denomination which provides relief to a variety of 

groups in need, worldwide.  

Many of us have supported this mission over the years with our Week of 

Compassion offerings. At present the group is helping congregations continue to 

support their own local missions during the Covid-19 pandemic. The intention is 

to help congregations such as ours continue providing assistance to those in need 

during a time when we may find it difficult to reach out to others as we normally 

would.  

One of our best ways of helping others of late has been through our Blessing 

Basket. The Blessing Basket is an offering collected each time a group meets at 

the church. For most of the last year we have been unable to do that. Thus, our 

funds have been depleted. In the past we have used this offering to purchase gas 

and grocery gift cards, diapers, underwear for school children, camp scholarships, 

and Christmas gifts for the elderly and shut-ins to highlight just a few of the things 

we have been able to do with this small amount of money collected.  

This grant must be used for Hunger Relief. We will be dividing the proceeds 

between Emmaus Food Pantry, Felix’s Food Pantry(food pantry at  

High School) and grocery gift cards to be distributed in our office as the need 

arises. We have continued our efforts to collect food and cleaning supplies for 

Emmaus during this difficult time. Their need is great. We are blessed to receive 

this grant and be able to put it to work in our community. We will continue our 

efforts to the best of our ability. The Blessing Basket Offering will continue to be 

collected whenever we are able to resume in-person meetings at our church. 

Pastor Betsy in her article explains the amounts that we have placed for the 

Emmaus Mission, Felix’s Food Pantry (at Logansport High School) and grocery 

gift cards. 

Thank you to all who donated food items in February also for Emmaus Mission. 

 



  

BIBLE STUDY: Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom  

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

BOARD MEETING: Monday, March 8th @ 6:30 p.m. (Packets will be emailed on Monday)  

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 
 

 

 

JOYS: 

Max Landes celebrating 98 years 
Many for getting vaccinated  

 

CONCERNS: 
Bill Hipsher Family 

Laura Gingerich lost her 3 children in house fire 

Paul (Cary’s friend & business partner is back in hospital after surgery 

Helen & Gail Ennis  

Ruth Collins suffering from the beginning stages of Leukemia  

Kamryn Kollmar 

Jill Trachsel suffering from Cancer  

Joe and Janny (Bonnie Uchida’s cousin and her husband) 

Lyndsay Kremer, 37-year-old battling cancer 

David Chapman 

Paige Smith, (Barb Erickson’s nephew) 

March 

Announcements 



Matt Hughes Connie’s nephew  

Ben Ashby 

Butch Jones  

Iris Ashby 

All who suffer from Covid or who have lost loved ones to the virus.  

Prayers for peace in our Country 

Doctors, Nurses, 1
st

 Responders, Essential Workers, Teachers and Students 

Marge Ingmire 

June Zinn 

James Drake and his wife, Pam 

Neil Myers  

Ann Hanson  

Mark and Rita Uchida  

Jim Cooke 

Dick Smith 

Katrina Cook 

Ken & Bonnie Uchida 

 

SHUT-INS: 
Joan Hipsher (Woodbridge)                                                     Susie Spencer (Home)                                                              

Marge Ingmire (McKinney Place, 152)     Eva Logan (Home) 

Cyndy Gentry (McKinney Place)                                               Jonathan Brown (Home?)                                      

Norma Harris (Millers 203)                                                      

Shirley Horn (Cass Plaza Apts) 

 

 
 

Serving in March 
Praying at the Table:  3/07 Jane Kollmar                Worship Leader:  3/07 Marsha Iles 

 3/14 Jim Brown                                                  3/14 Dennis Kollmar 

    3/21 Martha Brown            3/21 Ingrid Minnick 

 3/28 Ken Uchida            3/28 Julie Jones 

 

March Birthdays                                        March Anniversaries 
3/03  Kelly Kollmar           3/28  David & Pam Herd 

3/07  Donna Troxell 

3/10  MaryAnn McIntire  



3/13  Rowan & Rayna Kollmar 

3/16  Melissa Gerni 

3/17  John Minglin 

3/21  Chuck Erickson 

3/22  Sheldon Kollmar 

3/27  Lincoln Uchida 

3/28  Bonnie Minglin 

         Gavin Morgan 
 
Senior Pastor:  Rev. Betsy Arnold  betsy.kayak@gmail.com 

Bible Teacher: Cary Green 

Administrative Assistant:  Martha Brown   martha.rolcc@gmail.com  phone:574-732-4494 

Keyboard:  Beth Chapman   

Treasurer:  Cindy & Sandy Dalton 

Financial Secretary: Beth Chapman 

Custodian:  Ken Uchida      

Choir Director:  Jason Crittendon 

Child Care Provider:  Alice Snider 

Church Phone:  574-753-3332  

Web Site:  LOGANROLCC.ORG  

 
Please feel free to call or text anytime: 

Jane Kollmar:  574-721-4981 (call or text) 

Dennis Kollmar:  574-721-4980 (call or text) 

Connie Kiesling: 574-721-5145 

Ted & Julie Jones:  574-398-1971 (call or text) 

Ken Uchida:  574-721-5863 (special occasions 

 

 

A Prayer for Lenten Season 

Dear God, 

In this season of Lent we’re reminded of our own difficulties and struggles. 

Sometimes the way has seemed too dark. Sometimes we feel like our lives have been 

marked by such grief and pain, we don’t see how our circumstance can ever change. 

But in the midst of our weakness, we ask that you would be strong on our behalf. 

Lord, rise up within us, let your Spirit shine out of every broken place we’ve walked 

through. Allow your power to be manifest through our own weakness, so that others 

will recognize it is You who is at work on our behalf. We ask that you would trade the 

ashes of our lives for the beauty of your Presence. Trade our mourning and grief for 

the oil of joy and gladness from your Spirit. Trade our despair for hope and praise. 

We choose to give you thanks today and believe that this season of darkness will fade 

away. Thank you that you are with us in whatever we face, and that you are greater 

than this trial. We know and recognize that you are Sovereign, we thank you for the 

victory that is ours because of Christ Jesus, and we are confident that you have good 

still in store for our future. We thank you that you are at work right now, trading our 

ashes for greater beauty. We praise you, for you make all things new.  In Jesus’ 

Name, Amen! 
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