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Pastor Betsy’s Notes: 

 

As I write this, I’m keenly aware that today is New Year’s Eve, the last day of the year. As I sit 

here reflecting, I gaze out the window at the wintery scene. Snow has dusted the landscape and 

ice dangles from the birdfeeder where goldfinches feed, greedily. A bright red cardinal lands in 

the branch of the closest tree, and a gray titmouse clings to the patio table leg, pecking on a 

sunflower seed. As I enjoy the scene, a giant bird soars past moving at great speed and I realize 

I’ve been visited by an eagle. Before I can catch my breath, I spot another one following its 

mate upriver. 

 

“They who wait upon the Lord with renew their strength. They shall mount up on wings as 

eagles; they shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint,” this Biblical phrase 

comes to mind, and I have to look for it. I find it in Isaiah 40:31. But the words in my NRSV 

Bible are a bit different. They read, “But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength.” 

 

How interesting that the word “hope” appears in place of “wait.” I’ve never thought of those 

two words as synonymous. But 2020 has been filled with both hoping and waiting. We’ve been 

hoping/waiting for a vaccine for Covid-19, waiting/hoping for our loved ones to get well, 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            

(continued) 

 

hoping/waiting until we can gather safely, waiting/hoping the isolation will end. 

 

Isaiah tells us that if we hope/wait upon the Lord we will renew our strength and soar on wings 

like eagles. I’d like that. I’d like to soar up the river on wings like an eagle. I’d like to feel the 

wind lifting me above the chaos and disease of this earth. I’d like to breath the clear pure air, 

letting all the struggles fall away, wouldn’t you? 

 

We who hope/wait on the Lord are not wishing, nor are we betting on a dark horse at the 

racetrack. Instead, we are resting on a certainty. We know that God is undergirding us; we 

know God is working in us and through us even as we wait for vaccines and wellness. God’s 

presence is a gift that we don’t have to wait/hope for, we simply have to pause and let it in. 

 

2021 has gifts and riches for us as did 2020. Already, first responders are receiving vaccinations 

against Covid; we know our turn is coming. Waiting isn’t easy; we’ve grown accustomed to 

instant gratification. We’re not used to having to wait, but I believe there is a gift for us in the 

waiting. I believe we can use this time to sit calmly in God’s presence and feel God’s blessing. 

The world has temporarily slowed, and this long pause can be a gift, not simply a challenge. If 

you don’t believe this, buy a small bag of birdseed and throw some out your favorite window. 

Pause, watch, and wait to see which of our feathered friends shows up. 

 

Hope by Emily Dickenson 

 

“Hope” is the thing with feathers – 

That perches in the soul - 

And sings the tune without the words – 

And never stops - at all – 

 

“And sweetest - in the gale - is heard- 

 And sore must be the storm- 

 That could abash this little Bird 

 That kept so many warm- 
 

 I’ve heard it in the chilliest land- 

 And on the strangest Sea- 

 Yet, never, in Extremity, 

 It asked a crumb of Me.” 

 



  

 

BIBLE STUDY: Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green on Zoom 

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 a.m. on Zoom  

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

BOARD MEETING: Monday, January 11th @ 6:30 p.m. (Packets delivered on Monday)  

(Information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 
 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18th:  We will be collecting items for Emmaus House. Food is always 

welcome; however, we are focusing on necessary items such as toilet paper, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, shampoo, lotion, deodorant, wipes, hand sanitizer, and other such essential items. 

Please bring your donations to the church; volunteers will be gathering and delivering them. If 

you would like to help, please let Betsy know. The time will be announced at a later date. (When 

we have volunteers.) Thank you for your generosity for our neighbors.  

 

With Deep Appreciation 

 

Your generous Christmas bonuses were greatly appreciated. In this time of disease and anxiety, 

every penny counts. We were surprised and touched by your gifts. 

 

Many Thanks, 

 

Betsy and Cary  

 

 

 

January 

Announcements 



 

JOYS: 
Matt Hughes is home 

 

CONCERNS: 
The John Timmons Family 

Prayers for all suffering from Covid 

Dennis and Jane Kollmar 

Shanda Erickson 

Mark Sellers 

Howard Lhamon  

Bill Hipsher 

Doctors, Nurses, 1st Responders, Essential Workers, Teachers and Students 

Skip Perry  

Marge Ingmire 

Yvette and Mike Sims 

June Zinn 

Baby Bexlie Dixson 

John Flickinger  

Matt Hughes 

John Shanks  

James Drake and his wife, Pam 

Neil Myers  

 

SHUT-INS: 
 

Joan Hipsher (Woodbridge)                                                     Bill Hipsher (Home)                                                                 

Dee Hiatt (Chase)                                                                     Eva Logan (Home) 

Marge Ingmire (McKinney Place, 152)                     Susie Spencer (Home)                                                              

Cyndy Gentry (McKinney Place)                                            Jonathan Brown (Home?)                                      

Norma Harris (Millers 203)                                                                                                          

Shirley Horn (Cass Plaza Apts 

Allen Parrett (Bloom Assisted Living, Unit 202, Kokomo) 
 

 

 



 
Serving in December 
Praying at the Table   1/03 Connie Kiesling            Worship Leader:  1/03 Martha Brown 

 1/10 Dennis Kollmar                                         1/10 Barb Erickson 

    1/17 Jane Kollmar           1/17 Reshma Green 

 1/24 Jim Brown           1/24 Ken Uchida 

 1/31 Martha Brown           1/31 Connie Kiesling 

 

December Birthdays Anniversaries 
1/01  Cynthia Gentry            1/01 Ted & Julie Jones 

1/01  Ted Jones            1/29  Dennis & Jane Kollmar 

1/11  Alice Snider            

1/16  Jason Crittendon 

1/18  Barbara Erickson 

1/22  Kenny Denny 
 

Senior Pastor:  Rev. Betsy Arnold  betsy.kayak@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant:  Martha Brown   martha.rolcc@gmail.com  phone:574-732-4494 

Keyboard:  Beth Chapman   

Treasurer:  Cindy & Sandy Dalton 

Financial Secretary: Beth Chapman 

Custodian:  Ken Uchida      

Choir Director:  Jason Crittendon 

Child Care Provider:  Alice Snider 

Church Phone:  574-753-3332  

Web Site:  LOGANROLCC.ORG  

 
Please feel free to call or text anytime: 

Jane Kollmar:  574-721-4981 (call or text) 

Dennis Kollmar:  574-721-4980 (call or text) 

Connie Kiesling: 574-721-5145 

Ted & Julie Jones:  574-398-1971 (call or text) 

Ken Uchida:  574-721-5863 (special occasions 
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Special Request ROL Congregation 

I would like your input for the newsletter, what would you like to see in the 

newsletter, is there anything you would like to see added? A let me know, this 

newsletter is for you and your enjoyment so please let me know. 

Also, if you have a prayer request on the list and would like it changed please let 

me know, if you have a joy, also please let me know. 

You can email me at: martha.rolcc@gmail.com  

Call and leave me a message or text me at:  574-732-4494 
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