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Please Lord, Anything but Waiting 
 

Waiting…I’m terrible at it. In fact, I may be the worst at waiting of anyone at River of Life Christian Church. I 

will drive miles out of my way on country roads, including dirt and gravel, to avoid sitting in traffic. You can 

ask Bill about our little adventure in Kentucky when Interstate I-65 was backed up. He’s convinced it would 

have been quicker to simply wait on the highway. I’ll admit he’s probably right, but I don’t do waiting; I don’t 

like feeling trapped. 

 

I also hate waiting in line. One year, the line to vote early on a Saturday was so long that when I saw it, I’d 

have left and voted another day. Bill didn’t have that option. My choices were to wait in the car or wait in line. 

I chose to vote, but if a mother with a toddler hadn’t come and gotten in line behind us, I wouldn’t have made 

it. Trying to help her keep the child entertained helped me keep my mind off of my own impatience. Still, I 

can’t think of that day without a shudder. 

 

I’ll get up super early in the morning to shop, even though I don’t especially like shopping or getting up early, 

in order to avoid the lines. These are trivial matters. Some of us remember waiting for a vaccine for Polio. 

Some of us remember waiting for Hitler to be defeated and the Vietnam War to end. Some of us have known 

the deprivation of rationing. Some of us have known the interminable waiting of poverty, illness, injury, and 

grief. 

 

Right now, we are all waiting. When are we going to be able to have worship in the sanctuary? When will 

there be a vaccine, or cure, for Covid-19? When can we hug one another, share a plate of cookies, and sit 

around the table together mask-free? 

When, Lord, when? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued for page 1) 

 

Waiting certainly doesn’t bring out the best in me. Does it bring out the best in you? How are you doing? 

Does it seem like our Potato Supper in March was about 5,000 years ago? 

I had a strange thought today; I don’t like this thought, but I can’t get it out of my mind. Perhaps there is a 

spiritual lesson in waiting. 

 

God’s people are not strangers to waiting. Jacob had to leave home after cheating his brother, Esau. The Lord 

promised Jacob he would return one day; God kept that promise, but it took 20 years. The Hebrew people 

were enslaved in Egypt for how long? Then, they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years before they finally 

reached the Promised Land. How long did the Babylonian Captivity last? It lasted so long that people 

intermarried with the Babylonians and many never returned home.  

 

Perhaps I’m being asked to use this time to slow down, think before I speak, be more compassionate, and 

become slow to anger. Others have lost more than I have; they’ve lost jobs, friends, and family members to 

this disease. Some may soon lose their homes. 

 

I am blessed to be your Pastor. I need to stop focusing on how much I miss you; I need to quit whining and 

bemoaning this isolation. I need to focus on how I can be God’s hands and feet during Covid-19. I pray that 

you will help me and let me know how I can serve you at this challenging time. 

 
Pastor Betsy 

 

Making Godly Decisions: Part II 
 

In my recent sermon on making godly decisions, we discussed 1 Samuel 24:1-7 and saw that David made a 

tough decision that seemed at odds with the facts of his situation and went against the advice of his men.  

 

We learned that we can’t always trust opinions, advice, circumstances, or our emotional feelings. We were 

reminded that trusting God and obeying His word are keys to making godly decisions.  

 

I want to share in this article three things that can hinder us from making godly decisions. These points are 

adapted from Smith (1992). 

 

1. Throwing out a fleece. We must refrain from making decisions by asking God for a sign (Judges 

6:40). Although God in His grace responded to Gideon’s request, asking for a sign is not consistent 

with the theme of the Bible. Rather than seeking signs, we should seek God’s will through His word. 

 

Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path (Psalm 119:105 NLT). 

   

2. “Itching Ear Syndrome.” It’s tempting when we make decisions to look for the answer we want to 

hear rather than seeking God’s truth. Doing so, however, can cause us to make a wrong decision. The 

Bible warns us against using this practice. 

 
3

For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They will 

follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears want 

to hear. 
4

They will reject the truth and chase after myths (2 Timothy 4:3–4 NLT). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

3. Misinterpreting scripture. Making decisions based on an understanding of God’s word requires just 

that: an understanding of God’s word. Interpreting scripture takes dedication and prayer. Dig into 

God’s word by reading different translations to see how others have interpreted the passage you are 

studying. Review a good study Bible and commentary or two to gain additional insight. 

 

Praying to God for insight, of course, is crucial for understanding His word and for making godly 

decisions.   

 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is 

wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right (2 Timothy 

3:16 NLT). 

 

Meditate on God’s word, Pray for wisdom and discernment. God will help us make the best decision. 

 

Cary J. Green 
 

Smith, J. H. (1992). The new treasury of scripture knowledge: The Most Complete Listing of Cross 

References Available Anywhere- Every Verse, Every Theme, Every Important Word. Nashville TN: Thomas 

Nelson. 

 

Less human contact, more distance 
 

Every one of us would benefit from a high right now.  Some people are so eager to hug others that they’ve 

created plastic devices called the “hug glove” or “cuddle curtains” to decrease the risk of spreading COVID-

19 while still hugging their loved ones.  Before the pandemic, it was normal to hug friends and family, shake 

hands regularly and even stand or sit shoulder-to-shoulder with strangers in public. 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way that we interact with others.  As we practice social distancing, 

elderly people are visiting with loved ones through glass, close friends gather outdoors at an unnatural 

distance for intimate conversation, significant life evens are celebrated on video chat, worship and even 

school has moved online, and people who live alone are lacking physical touch of any kind. 
 

Many Christians have close relationships with people at church, and it may feel unnatural to forego human 

contact and practice social distancing, especially in a church setting.  During this time when human contact is 

considered a high-risk behavior, how can Christians reach out to those experiencing touch starvation in a 

helpful way, without putting anyone’s health at risk? 
 

We need to help people get creative about maintaining interactions that provide joy and contact.  One-on-

one conversation via video chat, talking to someone on the phone while looking at their picture, or meeting 

outside at a safe distance but close enough to make eye contact can increase feelings of social connection.  

Gathering with others online for bible study, conversation and coloring can be a great way to be close to 

others. 
 

While nothing may be truly able to replace a hug, reaching out to others we can share the love of Christ with 

others.  We can prioritize time for one-on-one conversation, particularly with those who are lacking human 

contact. 

 

Hugs to all, Martha B 



 

Corey Closson and Zaida    Dick Smith    Bonnie Uchida 

Rev. Nancy Eberhard   Ben Ashby     Lelani Ashby 

James Drake    Katrina Cook    Harper Shanks 

 

 
 

Keep in Touch 

McKinney Place     Miller’s Merry Manor  Chase Nursing Home  

Cynthia Gentry     Norma Harris (203)   Dee Hiatt     

        

Cass Plaza Apartments   Bloom Assisted Living (Kokomo) Woodbridge           

Shirley Horn                                   Allen Parrett (unit 202)  Jonathan Brown (574-516-4458) 

          Marge Ingmire (Rm.303) 
          Joan Hipsher 

Home  

Bill Hipsher, Eva Logan 
 

BIRTHDAYS                     ANNIVERSARIES            
Jonathan Brown        September   7       Chuck & Barb Erickson     September 14 

Roslyn Morgan           September 11           Mac & Lucy Martin     September 20 

Bonnie Hyman                    

Chloe Iles        September 19      

Gwen Frank                September 23 

Norma Harris             September 30 

Ken Uchida 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Serving in September 
Elders                                       

Prayers at the Table                
  6  Ken Uchida & Martha Brown  

13  Melissa Gerni & Connie Kiesling 

20  Ted & Julie Jones 

27  Dennis & Jane Kollmar 
 

Worship Leader 
  6  Marsha Iles 

13  Bonnie Minglin 

20  Dennis Kollmar  

27  Reshma Green 

Please note that you may reach Martha at 

martha.rolcc@gmail.com or by c22ell (574)732-4494 

I will not be at the church daily but I will be checking 

every other day, so if you call the church I may not get 

your message, but you can leave a message on my cell 

phone and I can have an answer for you or relay your 

message to the proper person. 

Please take care and pray for our country! 

Prayers for Elle Winegardner family 

Prayers for Glenn Lohrman family and his wife Patty 

Teachers and students as school starts 

Mark Uchida 

Max Landes is home 

Phil McIntire 

Barb Landis 

Kenny Denny 

Iris Ashby has shingles 

Remi Sebastian 

Jim Hammon 

Jim Cooke 

Karla Ellis 

Penny Carey 

 

mailto:martha.rolcc@gmail.com


                       
 

                   
 
           
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Announcements 
BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green on Zoom 

(information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 am. on Zoom 
(information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 

 

AFTER SUNDAY ZOOM SERVICES ON SUNDAYS, we will be meeting at Spencer Park 

for fellowship and Lunch (this will be every week as long as weather permits) Please bring 

your own lunch and remember social distancing.  Looking forward to seeing you! 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th, we will meet at Huston Park for our annual church picnic 

which was postponed because of Covid-19.  Practice social distancing & bring your own 

lunch. 
 

BOARD MEETING:  Monday, September 14th @ 6:30 p.m. 
(information for Zoom will be sent out to join) 



Egg Roll Ramen Skillet 
(Serves 4 - 30 minutes) 

 

INGREDIENTS 

¼ cup low-sodium soy sauce 

½ tablespoon cornstarch 

1 teaspoon ground ginger 

2 tablespoon hoisin sauce 

1 tablespoon rice wine vinegar 

¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes 

3 (3 oz.) packages ramen noodles 

2 tablespoons sesame oil, divided 

1 small onion, thinly sliced 

4 cloves garlic, minced 

1 lb. ground pork 

1 large red bell pepper, thinly sliced 

1 (16 oz.) bag coleslaw mix with carrots 

2 green onions, finely chopped 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. In a small bowl, whisk cornstarch into 1 T. of soy sauce until 

dissolved.  Whisk in the remaining soy sauce, vinegar and red 

pepper flakes.  Set aside. 

2. Discard the seasoning packages from the ramen and cook 

noodles 1 minute less than package directions call for.  Drain 

and toss with 1 T. sesame oil. 

3. In a large skillet or wok, heat the remaining oil over high heat, 

add onion and cook about 3 minutes. 

4. Reduce heat to medium-high, add garlic, and cook 30 seconds.  

Push onions and garlic to the side of the pan and add pork to 

center.  Let cook 30 seconds before stirring, then break apart 

meat with a wooden spoon and stir in onions and garlic.  Cook 

until no longer pink. 

5. Add bell pepper and coleslaw mix and cook until cabbage has 

reduced, 2-3 minutes. 

6. Add noodles and sauce and toss thoroughly, cook 2-4 minutes. 

7. Adjust seasoning as needed, top with green onions, and enjoy! 


