
 
 

Down by the River 
News from the River of Life Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship in the Parking Lot begins Sunday July 5
th
 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Great News! We have purchased a radio transmitter, so that you will be able to sit 

in your car in the parking lot, tune into your F. M. radio, and listen to our worship 

service.  We will still be Zooming the service; if you prefer, you can stay at home 

and call in or connect to our service via your computer. This is an exciting step in 

the direction of meeting together again as a congregation. 

 

After the service on Sunday, there will be a tailgate gathering. People are 

responsible for bringing their own food, beverages, and chairs. The two restrooms 

near the new sanctuary will be open for our use. 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing you on Sunday! 

 

Pastor Betsy 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free Indeed 

On July 4
th
, we Americans celebrate Independence Day. This day commemorates 

our birth as a nation, independent and free. As Christians, we also can celebrate 

the freedom we have through our relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 

The apostle John assures us, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” 

(John 8:36, ESV). What does it mean to be “free indeed?”  
 

Through Christ, we are free from the bondage of sin, and we are free from the 

guilt of sin. Christ paid for it all. We are free from the burden of trying to earn 

God’s approval and love. He approves us and loves us unconditionally because 

He sees us as He sees His Son, blameless and righteous. 
 

Freedom, of course, isn’t free. The cost of our American freedom has been, and 

continues to be, paid by countless men and women who sacrifice their very lives.  

Our Christian freedom, our salvation, is offered to us without cost. Our salvation 

is not without cost, but the cost has been paid by Jesus Christ. He paid with His 

blood.  
 

We must remember the true cost of our freedom, and we must use our freedom 

to serve God and live a life that honors Him. The apostle Paul reminds us that, 

“Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to 

righteous living” (Romans 6:18, NLT).  
 

We honor God with our lives not because guilt and fear compel us to do so, but 

because God’s grace and unconditional love draw us to Him. D.A. Carson 

explains that, “True freedom is not the liberty to do anything we please, but the 

liberty to do what we ought; and it is genuine liberty because doing what we ought 

now pleases us.” (Carsen, 1991).  
 

So, as we celebrate our American freedom this month, let us also celebrate our 

Christian freedom. We are free from the bondage and guilt of sin, and we are free 

to serve the Lord and honor Him with our lives. We are free indeed. 

 

Cary J. Green 
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Greg and Mary Bell                      James Drake                                 Katrina Cook                    

Vickie Leonard, cancer                                 Bobbie Anderson                             Brent and Georgia                       Larry Martin              

Rob Lother          Anita Closson                                   Frank Smith      Richard Bondi, and his wife Roberta                   
 

Keep in Touch 

McKinney Place         Pleasant Escape   Miller’s Merry Manor 

Cynthia Gentry         Patricia Shipp   Norma Harris (203) 
 

Chase Nursing Home         Cass Plaza Apartments  Bloom Assisted Living (Kokomo) 

Dee Hiatt           Shirley Horn                                 Allen Parrett (unit 202) 
 

Home           Woodbridge 

Bill & Joan Hipsher         Jonathan Brown (574-516-4458) 

      Marge Ingmire (Rm.303) 
 

Ongoing Concerns 
Eva Logan, Ellie Winegardner 
 

BIRTHDAYS                     ANNIVERSARIES            
Dorinda Hylton        July 15       Max & Melanie Niblick               July 27 

Winnie Landes           July 21       Steve & Cindy Erickson          July 28 

Mary Shilling        July 22  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Serving in June 

Elders                                       

Prayers at the Table                
  5  Melissa Gerni & Connie Kiesling  

12  Ted & Julie Jones 

19  Dennis & Jane Kollmar 

26  Jim & Martha Brown 
 

Worship Leader 
  5  Melissa Gerni 

12  Martha Brown 

19  Connie Kiesling 

26  Barb Erickson 

Please note that you may reach Martha at 

martha.rolcc@gmail.com or by c22ell (574)732-4494 

I will not be at the church daily but I will be checking 

every other day, so if you call the church I may not get 

your message, but you can leave a message on my cell 

phone and I can have an answer for you or relay your 

message to the proper person. 

Please take care and pray for our country! 

Cindy Erickson, having medical test, Steve as he supports Cindy 

Phil McIntire, dealing with medical issues and MaryAnn 

Bonnie Uchida 

June Zinn 

Ben Ashby 

Bonnie Uchida 

ROL church and all churches 

Tyson employees and their families 

Lelani Ashby 

Chase Tetzloff 

Harper Shanks  

Karla Ellis transferred to University of Chicago Neurology Dept. 

Susie Spencer 

Lauren Hanawalt 



                                       
 

Children, One of God’s Greatest Gifts to Us 

                                     
 

             

                                                                     


