
 
 

Down by the River 
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Crisis = Opportunity 
Greeting to everyone in our fellowship. You’re hunkered down at home due to Gov. 

Holcomb’s order. You may be feeling anxious, frightened, overwhelmed, lonely, or bored. 

(Possibly even bored enough to read the church newsletter ;) Especially for those who live 

alone, this is an incredibly challenging time. We can give up in despair, or we can see this as 

an opportunity for growth and change.  

I am NOT very technologically savvy; in fact, back when Bill was an I.T. Manager, he needed 

to give senior management new phones. He also wanted them NOT to call him every night for 

tech support. His solution was to give me an early Christmas present of a smart phone. I’d 

never really wanted a phone, let alone a smart phone. Nevertheless, Bill got one for me. He 

would chuckle every time I used it, so eventually I asked what the joke was. He was kind 

enough to explain, “It warms my heart to see you using your phone; if you can do it, anyone 

can. Senior Management won’t be interrupting our dinner as often.” We laughed together and 

I reminded him I married him for his mind. 

The opportunity for me, in this pandemic, is to learn to use technology to reach out to you. 

The last 10 days have been a steep learning curve and I’ve had help from the Regional 

Church, from ministers across the nation, and from my I.T. husband, Bill.  Yesterday I  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued) 

hosted my first Zoom meeting on the Internet while Cary led 11 of us in Bible Study. If you 

missed out, we’re meeting again next Tuesday at 10:00 a. m. Tomorrow (the 26th), I will be 

hosting Coloring, Coffee? and Conversation. Join us on Thursdays at 11:00 a.m. Information 

for online Coloring will be sent out weekly!  Please check your email as Cary has sent out the 

Zoom information for Tuesday, March 31st, if you would like to join. 

On Sundays we will have our On-line worship services. 

Do you realize how many more people will be able to attend our services? Our snowbirds in 

Florida will be able to be present. When we learn to record the services, people who work on 

Sunday mornings will be able to attend any time. Personally, my mother is thrilled. She 

encouraged me to go to seminary and enjoys seeing me in my role. I’ll be inviting my family 

and friends to enjoy/be part of our worship. I hope you’ll do the same. 

We have been given an opportunity to grow the ministry of River of Life Christian Church far 

beyond the bounds of what was imaginable to me just a few short weeks ago. We are the 

church. We are doing the work of the church. God is with us. No one is alone! 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities and Ways to Give/Love One Another 

A huge part of being a Christian is having the opportunity to give to others some portion of 

what God has graciously given to us. Asking people to give money to the church is one of my 

least favorite activities as a pastor; that’s why dear Elder Jane asks every week. However, after 

listening to Jane for exactly a year, I’ve learned that giving money is a gift and an opportunity 

to put our faith into practice. 

Just like you at home, River of Life Christian Church still has to pay the electricity bill and the 

mortgage, even though we cannot enter our building. We need your support to continue the 

ministry we are doing and perhaps grow during this crisis. You can mail your check to the 

church or you can give on-line. It turns out that we already had on-line giving in place from a 

link on our website. You can use a check or a debit/credit card. Jane says it’s easy to use. I’m 

going to trust her and try it myself. 

If you have lost income because of Covid-19, either due to being furloughed from work or 

because investments are not doing well, please let us know how we can help. If your income is 

secure and you can give and help others, please take this opportunity to do so.  

We are the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) a Movement for Wholeness in a 

Fragmented World. This may be the most fragmented some of us have ever seen the world, 

but God is surrounding us asking us to LOVE ONE ANOTHER! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg Bell and Mary Bell   Jeff Maw and his wife  Vickie Leonard, cancer  Chuck Erickson 

James Drake    Rob Lother    Tetzloff family   Frank Smith 

Susie Spencer     Katrina Cook   Rob Lother   Karla Ellis 

Richard Bondi, his wife Roberta  Pat Buchanan   Bobbie Anderson   Anita Closson 

 

Book Club 

Looking for something to do? Try reading Jane Austen’s Sense and Sensibility.  As it is a 

classic, it may be available for your tablet or computer for free. It can be ordered from 

Amazon for about $7.00 or you can find it on-line and watch the movie. Reading this 

delightful classic has given me a bit of rest and a few chuckles in the last 10 days. Any one is 

welcome to join our discussion on Thursday, April 2, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Pastoral Care in a Pandemic 
 

Pastoral care has taken on a new look and feel during the pandemic, but rest assured that it 

is taking place. The Elders and I are using the telephone, email, and text to reach out and 

stay connected with members during this trying time. 

 

Many of us are feeling anxious and isolated as we watch the Covid-19 virus spread 

throughout our country. YOU are NOT alone. GOD is with you and your church family 

can be with you, even if not in person. 

 

If you have spiritual, physical, or emotional need, PLEASE reach out. If you have extra 

time on your hands, please consider helping Dorinda. She calls each member who doesn’t 

have email every time new information is sent out.  

 

Although we greatly miss the face-to-face connection, it is possible, necessary, and joyful to 

continue to BE the CHURCH together! 

 

Sending Christ’s love, 

 

Pastor Betsy 

Betsy Sanford, her husband died and she has 3 young children 

Becky Strasser 

Barb Stigers 

Melissa Gerni 

Lauren Hanawalt 

Brent and Georgia 

Phil McIntire 

Larry Martin                                  



 

Keep in Touch 

McKinney Place    Pleasant Escape   Miller’s Merry Manor 

Cynthia Gentry    Patricia Shipp    Norma Harris (203) 
 

Chase Nursing Home               Cass Plaza Apartments 

Dee Hiatt                 Shirley Horn  
 

Ongoing Concerns 
Eva and Wayne Logan, Ellie Winegardner 

 

BIRTHDAYS           ANNIVERSARIES            

Mary Jean Shanks  April 11      Norman & Debra Rivard         April 29 

Jim Brown                    April 16     
Phillip McIntire  April 19                            

Audrey Niblick  April 27 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
One Hour Rolls        

 
MAKES 
18 rolls 
 
ACTIVE TIME 25 min. 

 

INGREDIENTS 

 

1 cup warm water 

¼ cup sugar 

⅓ cup oil 

2 (.25- oz) packages yeast 

1 tsp salt 

1 large egg, beaten 

3 ⅔ cups all-purpose flour 

1 Tbsp butter, melted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving in April 
Elders                                       

Prayers at the Table                
 

  5  Ted & Julie Jones  

12  Jim & Martha Brown 

19  Ken Uchida & Martha Johnston 

26  Melissa Gerni & Connie Kiesling  
                                               

Please note that you may reach Martha at www.rolcc.org 

or martha.rolcc@gmail.com or by cell (574)732-4494 

I will not be at the church daily but I will be checking 

every other day, so if you call the church I may not get 

your message, but you can leave a message on my cell 

phone and I can have an answer for you or relay your 

message to the proper person. 

Please take care and pray for our country! 

DIRECTIONS 

 

In a large bowl, mix together the warm water, sugar, oil and 

yeast. Let it stand for 15 minutes until the yeast mixture is 

bubbly. Stir the salt and the beaten egg into the yeast mixture. 

Gradually mix in the flour. Add flour until the dough is no 

longer sticky. Cover the dough and let it rise for 10 minutes in a 

warm place. 

 

Spray your hands with nonstick cooking spray and form the 

dough into balls. Place the balls on a cookie sheet 2-inches 

apart, and let them rise for 20 more minutes. Preheat the oven 

to 375 degrees F. 

 

Bake 10 to 12 minutes, or until golden brown and cooked 

through. They should be pillowy and soft. Brush with melted 

butter while warm. 

http://www.rolcc.org/
mailto:martha.rolcc@gmail.com


 
 

 

                      


