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 “Go now in peace in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, One God, 

Mother of us all.” 
 

This benediction, spoken in unison every Sunday at River of Life, has raised some questions: 
  Why do we conclude our benediction with the phrase, “One God, Mother of us all?” 

Is that Biblical? 
 

I do not know when or how it was decided that we, at River of Life, would end our benediction with 
this phrase. That is a story I hope someone will tell me. I can tell you that on my first Sunday in the 
pulpit, I was profoundly moved by our benediction.  
 
Why? You ask…because Father is a loaded term for many people. Some fathers are absent from their 
children’s lives. Some fathers beat, criticize, rape, and/or verbally abuse their children. No matter how 
much one can rationalize that God is different from one’s human father, if someone’s father has 
brutalized him or her it can get in the way of a loving relationship with God.  
 
By using both male and female language for God in our worship service, we offer people different ways 
to think about and relate to God.  We validate the experiences of folks who may have had a difficult 
time with their earthly father. We haven’t done away with the father metaphor; we’ve simply added 
another one.  
 

The language we use to talk about God matters. Although God transcends gender and is neither male 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
nor female traditional church language uses the masculine pronoun for God. This isn’t surprising as 

Christianity was born in a patriarchal culture in which women and children were considered property 

of the male head of the household.      

Jesus spoke of God as Father.  The word he used was Abba, which translates most closely to Daddy.  

Jesus demonstrated an intimate, personal, protective, and loving relationship with God.  However, 

Jesus also used two female images for God.  In Matthew 23:37 and Luke 13:34 God is described as a 

mother hen collecting her chicks.  In Luke 15:8-10, God is described as a woman looking for her lost 

coin. 

The Bible include a wide range of imagery about God.  One of my person favorites is God as a rock.  You 

may have noticed I have an office full of rocks.  I have rocks in my car, my home, around my neck, and 

in my garden.  On a bad day, I usually have one in my pocket. 

Emmy Kegler, a Lutheran pastor, compile the following list of metaphors: 

Non-gendered Metaphors for God 

Rock and fortress:  Psalm 18:2 

Shepherd:  Psalm 23:1 

A cypress tree:  Hosea 14:8 

Female Metaphors for God 

A mother eagle: Deuteronomy 32:11-12 

A woman in labor:  Isaiah 42:14 

A nursing mother:  Isaiah 49:15 

A comforting mother:  Isaiah 66:13 

A mother caring for infants:  Hosea 11:3-4 

A mother Bear:  Hosea 13:8 

A mother calming a child:  Psalm 131:2 
 

Both Male and Female Metaphors for God 

Both women and men created in the image of God:  Genesis 1:27 

God who fathers and gives birth: Deuteronomy 32:18 

God compared to both master and mistress:  Psalm 123:2 

 

If you’re interested in learning more about the tradition of One God, Mother of us all, you may want to 

up Julian of Norwich.  She a theologian, anchoress, and mystic who was born in 1342 and died after 

1416.  On her presumed deathbed, she had 15 visions of Christ.  She recovered from her illness and 

had one more vision.  She wrote about these visions in a work called Revelations of Divine Love.  She 

equated divine love to motherly love and believed God is both our mother and our father. 

 

Please make use of the imagery that draws you closer to God.  If you’d like a rock to slip in your pocket, 

just stop by my office. 

 

Peace be with you! 

Pastor Betsy Arnold 
 

 

 

 



                     
 

03   Bill & Joan Hipsher                                                 03  Kelly Kollmar 

                    07  Donna Troxell 

                               10  MaryAnne McIntire 

                                                          Allen Parrett 

                                          16  Melissa Gerni 

                                          17  John Minglin 

                                                                                                                       21  Chuck Erickson   
         27  Lincoln  Uchida  
         28  Bonnie Minglin    
              Gavin Morgan    

 

 

 

   Something Funny 

A kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they drew. She would 

occasionally walk around to see each child's artwork. As she came to one little girl who was 

working diligently, she asked what she drawing was. 

The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.”  The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what 

God looks like.” 

Without missing a beat, or looking up from her drawing the girl replied, . . “They will in a 

minute.” 
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The girl replied, “I’m drawing God.”  The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what 
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Pools in the Desert 
 

I learned at the end of 2019 that a company that owed me money wasn’t going to pay. I have not 

received payments for 2020, either. The company owes me several thousand dollars. 
 

As I was thinking about this injustice (and I was getting really mad), the Holy Spirit revealed to 

me that the amount of money I received from ROLCC in 2019 was equal to the amount of money 

the company owed me for 2019.  
 

I thanked God and asked Him what I was supposed to learn through this experience:  Is my 

business not in Your will for me?  Or are you trying to teach me something else?  

The next morning, my daily devotion included this passage: 
18 I will open up rivers for them on the high plateaus. I will give them fountains 

of water in the valleys. I will fill the desert with pools of water. Rivers fed by 

springs will flow across the parched ground.  19 I will plant trees in the barren 

desert— cedar, acacia, myrtle, olive, cypress, fir, and pine. 20 I am doing this so 

all who see this miracle will understand what it means— that it is the LORD who 
has done this, the Holy One of Israel who created it (Is 41:18–20, NLT).  

 

God’s answered my question in verse 20: “20 I am doing this so all who see this miracle will 

understand what it means— that it is the LORD who has done this…”  
 

God filled my desert with pools of water, and He spoke to me through this passage. I was 

staggered by God’s direct response to my prayer. But, since I am not yet a perfect Christian, I also 

was curious about the remaining money I was owed.  Will God miraculously provide that?  
 

Before I answer that question, you need to know that my business partners and I recently bought a 

website domain for a business we are starting.  Soon after we bought it, we received an unsolicited 

offer to buy our domain.  This offer clearly was a scam, or so we thought.   
 

In reality, the offer was not a scam.  We “just happened” to buy a domain name that someone else 

“just happened” to want to buy at the exact time I “just happened” to ask God to provide the 

remaining money I was owed.  My portion of the sale “just happened” to equal the remaining 

money I was owed.  
 

And, by the way, I was not looking for a job when the ROLCC position “just happened” to be 

offered to me. 
 

Nothing “just happens” to Christians, of course. The lack of payment was a set up for a miracle. 

God moved powerfully in my life to show His sovereignty and to remind me that He is my 

provider. 
 

Are you in a desert now?  Ask God what He wants you to learn. Stay faithful.  God has a pool for 

you.  

 

Cary J. Green 
 



  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Baked Potato   &         

Salad Bar       

    

 

March 14th @ 

     4:30pm-6:30pm 

                                                                                                                                                   

RIVER OF LIFE     

Christian Church    

130 Mall Rd.   Logansport 

(FREE WILL DONATION) 
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Recipes 

Baked Chicken Casserole 
 

1 chicken, cooked & diced  

8 slices of bread (broken in pieces) 

2 eggs 

2 cans Chicken Noodle soup 

1 can Cream of Mushroom soup 

1 cup corn flakes, crushed 

2 T. butter 
 

Combine eggs, chicken noodle soup and mushroom soup, mix well.  Add Chicken 

and bread pieces.  Put in a 9x13 pan.  Melt butter and add to crushed corn flakes.  

Sprinkle on top.  Bake at 350 degrees for 45 minutes or until set. 
 

 

 

Pistachio Delight 
 

1 cup flour 

½ cup finely-chopped pecans 

1 cup Cool Whip 

1 cup powdered sugar 

3 cups milk 

1 stick butter 

1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened 

2 boxes instant Pistachio pudding 
 

Mix flour, butter and nuts, press in bottom of a 9x13 pan.  Bake at 350 degrees for 

15 minutes.  Cool.  Mix cream cheese, Cool Whip and powdered sugar, spread on 

top of crust.  Mix pudding and milk, beat for 2 minutes.  Spread on top of cream 

cheese layer.  Top with additional Cool Whip and chill. 
 
 

 
 

 

 



               

  

JOYS:  
Adam Iles will be 1 year old on February 

27th 

 

CONCERNS: 
Lauren Hanawalt, 18 years old and dealing 

with cancer for the 3rd time 

Brent and Georgia Kollmar and family 

Skip Perry 

Phil McIntire 

Larry Martin, former member suffered a 

light stroke 

Jeff Maw 

Susie Spencer awaiting test results for MRI 

Joe Kitchell had a stroke 

Pat Buchana 

Carol Allen 

Ernie Gashoe 

Rob Lother  

Greg Bell 

Karla Ellis 

Chuck Erickson 

Helen Ennis  

Anita Closson 

Frank Smith 
 

SHUT-INS: 
Norma Harris (Millers 203) 

Pat Shipp (Pleasant Escape) 

Woody Hammon (McKinney Place 115) 

Dee Hiatt (Chase) 

Shirley Horn (Cass Plaza Apts) 

Cyndy Gentry (McKinney Place) 
 

Ongoing Concerns: Eva and Wayne 

Logan, Ellie Winegardner 

 



 
 

Serving in March 

 

Elder                                       Deacons                                       Worship 

Prayers at the Table                Offering & Communion               Leaders 

 
  1  Ted Jones                                Howard Lhamon             1 Jim Brown 

       Julie Jones                               Toni Lhman  

                                                       Melissa Gerni      

  8 Dennis Kollmar                       Ingrid Minnick             8 Ken Uchida 

      Jane Kolllmar 

                                                    *Clean-up                                               

15 Jim Brown                               Marsha Iles           15 Marsha Iles 

      Martha Brown 

 

22  Ken Uchida     22 Dennis Kollmar                        

      Martha Johnston 
 

29  Melissa Gerni     29 Reshma Green 

      Connie Kiesling            

           

Coffee Closet                           Greeters         Security Check 
 

  1 Yvette Sims                                Mike Sims & Jim Brown     Skip Perry 

 

  8 Marsha Iles                                Marsha Iles & Martha Brown 

 

15 MaryAnn McIntire                    MaryAnn McIntire & Marlene Moore 

 

22 Nell Green                   Nell Green & Reshma Green 

 

29 Martha Brown       Barb Stigers & Rebecca Strasser 

 

 

Minister:  Rev. Betsy Arnold  betsy.kayak@gmail.com                          February Attendance 

130 Mall Rd., Logansport, In 46947 / 574-753-3332 / www.rolcc.org                    2 - 60 

Administrative Assistant email:  martha.rolcc@gmail.com                            9 - 51 

cell (574)732-4494                                                                                               16 - 48 

                                                                                                           23 - 50 
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