
 
 

Down by the River 
News from the River of Life Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear River of Life Congregation, 

 
We are entering the season of Advent preparing to welcome the birth of the child 

who we know as the Son of God. Can you imagine a more beautiful way for God to 

come to earth than as a tiny, precious infant? God comes to us vulnerable seeking 

nurture and love. The precious infant Jesus warms our hearts and draws us near. 

 

Each of us is beloved by God. God draws us to God’s Self by loving us fully and 

completely, just as we love the cooing infants who are entrusted to our care. The 

fact that God loves every human being as precious and unique takes nothing away 

from the love God has for you. God’s capacity isn’t limited; God doesn’t have to 

choose one of us over the other. God is big enough to love us all like an only child. 

 
As we welcome the Christ child, I feel called to share with you a project I’ve 

undertaken on behalf of the vulnerable immigrant children who’ve been separated 

from their parents at the U.S. border. The developmental damage done to a child 

who is ripped away from their caregiver creates a life-long wound, one that decades 



 

 

 

 

 

 

               
 

12/01      Yvette Sims            12/26     Greg & Mary Bell 

12/03      Eva Logan            12/29     Jim & Martha Brown 

12/04      Terry Logan            12/31     Phil & MaryAnn McIntire 

12/06      Howard Lhamon 

12/13      Barb Hudson 

12/16      Alicia Iles 

12/16      Jane Kasting 

12/18      Frank Hibbard 

12/18      Rebecca Strasser 

12/23      Martha Johnston 

12/31      Sandy Kincaid 

(continued) 

of therapy cannot erase. Because I have a heart for vulnerable children, I began a 

letter writing campaign on July 9, 2019. To me, the issue of removing children 

from their caregivers is a humanitarian concern rather than a political one. In my 

letters, I attempt to separate the two although they are closely related. I do not take 

a stand on immigration; I simply stand with the vulnerable children – the least of 

these. The letters are available for you to read at Cady’s Letters to Congress – a 

Word Press blog. 

 

I invite you to visit this blog and share your thoughts with me. I invite you to look 

around you and see where you may be led to act to make a difference in this world 

of sin. Most of all, I invite you to welcome the love of God into your hearts as we 

prepare for the birth of the greatest gift of all. 

 

May God richly bless you during this Season of Hope. 

Pastor Betsy 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Perfect Christmas Gift 

Is it just me, or are stores getting their Christmas displays up earlier each year? And those wonderful 

Christmas sales…what celebration of the birth of the Prince of Peace would be complete without a 30%-

off coupon?  And, as if the “Best Prices of The Year” weren’t enough, Nell recently showed me an 

advertisement for a “White Elephant Gift Sale.”   

 

This Christmas season let’s be sure to step back from the commercialization and celebrate the 

proverbial (prophetic, actually) reason for the season.  In addition to our favorite sales, we can enjoy a 

few cherished Christmas verses: 

         

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will 

rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6 NASB). 

 

“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16 NASB). 

 
9

And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 

shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. 
10

But the angel said to 

them, “Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will 

be for all the people; 
11

for today in the city of David there has been born for you 

a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 
12

“This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 

wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13

And suddenly there appeared with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
14

“Glory to God 

in the highest, And on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased” (Luke 

2:9-14 NASB). 

 

A verse that has profound meaning to me this Christmas season comes through the prophet Isaiah: 

“But the Lord was pleased to crush Him, putting Him to grief; If He would render 

Himself as a guilt offering, He will see His offspring, He will prolong His days, 

And the good pleasure of the Lord will prosper in His hand” (Isaiah 53:10 

NASB). 

 

The simple truth is that we need a Savior to pay our sin debt (Romans 6:23). God was pleased to 

provide the Way (and the Truth and the Life, John 14:6) to atone for our sins. One cannot celebrate 

the birth of Jesus without seeing the purpose for which Jesus, being fully God, took on human flesh 

(Colossians 2:9).   

 

This Christmas season let us truly thank God for His perfect gift of salvation that He gave us through 

the birth, crucifixion, and resurrection of His son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Cary J. Green 
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Cranberry Bars 

 YIELD: 20 BARS 
 

Cranberry Bars are rich, buttery and so easy to make. Perfect for the holidays and a great way to use up any 

leftover fresh cranberries or cranberry sauce. 

PREP TIME10 minutes 

COOK TIME1 hour 

TOTAL TIME1 hour 10 minutes 

Ingredients 

  1 12 oz package of cranberries (i f  using cranberry sauce,  refer to notes sect ion below)  

  1 cup sugar 

  3/4 cup water  

  2 cups flour 

  1 cup sugar 

  2 tsp baking powder  

  1/2 tsp salt  

  3/4 cup butter ; room temp. 

  1 egg; beaten 

Instructions 

1. Cook cranberries,  sugar, and water in a pot.  St irr ing frequently for about 15 minutes 

unti l they thicken up. Let cool.  

2. In a bowl, mix sugar, f lour,  baking powder,  and salt .  

3. Cut in butter until  the texture is crumbly then a dd the egg. 

4. Sprinkle just over half  of  the mixture into a 9×13 pan then pack down into a solid 

crust .  

5. Spread the cooled cranberry sauce over top of the crust then sprinkle the remaining 

crumb over top. 



6. Bake in 350°F oven for 40 minutes unti l  the top is gol den. 

7. Cool,  then slice into squares.  

Notes 

  *if using cranberry sauce,  substitute 3 cups cranberry sauce for the cranberries, sugar,  and 

water. 

 

 

 3-Ingredient Christmas Swirl Fudge   
 

 Prep: 10 MIN   

 Total: 1 HR 10 MIN 

 Servings: 64 

 Ingredients 

 bag (12 oz) white vanilla baking chips (2 cups) 

 container Betty Crocker™ Rich & Creamy vanilla frosting 

 Betty Crocker™ green and red gel food colors 

Steps 

1. Line 8-inch square pan with foil, leaving foil overhanging at 2 opposite sides of pan; spray foil with 

cooking spray. 

 
2. In large microwavable bowl, microwave white chips uncovered on High 1 minute. Spoon frosting over 

chips. Microwave on High 30 seconds; stir. If necessary, continue to microwave in 15-second increments 

until mixture can be stirred smooth. 

 

3. Place 3/4 cup fudge mixture into each of 2 small bowls, leaving remaining untinted fudge mixture in 

bowl. Tint 1 bowl green and 1 bowl red by stirring in each food color to desired color. 

 

4. Drop heaping tablespoons of green, red and white fudge mixture in bottom of pan to create random 

pattern. Pull table knife through layers for marbled design. Refrigerate uncovered until set, about 1 hour 

 

5. Remove from pan by lifting foil; peel foil away. Cut into 8 rows by 8 rows. Store covered in refrigerator 

 

 



Serving in December 
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