
 

Down by the River 
News from the River of Life Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear River of Life Congregation, 

 

We are drawing to the close of our 6-month contract and I feel I’m just beginning 

to get to know you. You are starting to share your stories with me; I’m honored by 

the depth and range of your experiences. Behind your Sunday smiles there’s 

trauma, loss, grief, and even combat; behind your Sunday smiles lies incredible 

faith, perseverance, strength, and compassion.  

 

As a community of faith you give service to this city and one another. One of the 

most beautiful aspects of this community is your concern and caring for one 

another. If someone needs a meal, a ride to the doctor, or a shoulder to lean on, 

you step forward and say, “Here I am Lord. Send me.” That is a beautiful thing.  

 

I cannot imagine saying goodbye to you on October 7
th, 

and yet I know that our 

experiment in ministry is not what you’re used to. You’d prefer your pastor to live 

in Logansport, preach every Sunday, and perhaps have been born a boy. (I’ve 

always suspected my father also had that wish. ;) Many of you would like to see my 

red car parked at the church more often. I understand, truly. I know that it’s not 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued) 

 

personal. I know you appreciate my sermon stories and my listening ear. You like 

my husband and I’m in complete agreement with you. <3 You value what I’m 

doing; it’s just different and a little strange. 

 

I believe we are in a period of adjustment. You’re mourning the loss of some 

wonderful clergy persons – especially Keith who was taken quickly. I’m still trying 

to figure out how to serve you and not neglect my own spiritual needs. 

Worshipping from the pews once a month in Lafayette helps me a great deal. It 

fills my cup and grounds me. That pastor and congregation pray for me; they also 

pray for you. 

 

I love this congregation enough to want what is best for you. I can always find 

work; that doesn’t worry me. Disappointing you worries me a great deal.  

I don’t feel we have gathered enough information to make a permanent decision. 

I haven’t had to drive through winter weather yet to reach you. I don’t know if I 

can give you enough of what you need during Advent and Christmas on a part-

time contract.  

 

I’ve prayed about this.  IF you want me, I’d like to continue in a transitional 

capacity for 6 more months. At that time, we will all have more information and 

can make a more informed decision about the future. 

 

During the month of September, I’m asking you to pray, talk with one another, 

and consider what is best for this congregation. I’ve told you what I think. At the 

beginning of October, I’d like you to tell me what you think. Whatever decision 

comes from that conversation, know I will always be grateful for the time we’ve 

shared and the honor of being your pastor. 

 

In Christ’s Love, 

 

Betsy  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trust and Obey 

I discussed in last month’s article that God instructed Abraham to: “Go 

forth…to the land which I will show you.” Abraham obeyed God, even though he 

didn’t have many details. Obeying God without a complete list of specific and 

tangible steps to follow can be a real test of trust and obedience for believers. 

In the following passage, the apostle Peter (Simon) demonstrates another 

aspect of obedience:  

 

4
When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into 

the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
5
Simon answered 

and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I 

will do as You say and let down the nets.” 
6
When they had done this, 

they enclosed a great quantity of fish, and their nets began to break; 
7
so they signaled to their partners in the other boat for them to come 

and help them. And they came and filled both of the boats, so that 

they began to sink (Luke 5:4–7). 

 

Simon obeyed Jesus by letting down his nets, even though his experience as a 

fisherman suggested that doing so was futile. Because of his obedience, Simon 

was blessed with a “great quantity” of fish. More importantly, he received the 

greater blessing of becoming a disciple of Christ. 

You also may experience God telling you to do something that makes no 

sense from your limited human perspective. Please understand that you don’t 

need to understand why God tells you to do something; you just need to do it. I 

don’t recommend following advice from people when it makes no sense. But 

you can trust completely the omniscient and sovereign God of the universe to tell 

you what is best for you, and you will be blessed when you obey. 

 

Cary J. Green 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Interesting,” the newsman thought… He then asked her if she wouldn’t mind telling him a little about 

her first three husbands and what they did for a living. 

She paused for a few moments, needing time to reflect on all those years.  After a short time, a smile 

came to her face and she proudly, explaining that she has first married a banker when she was in her 

20’s, then a circus ringmaster when in her 40’s, and a preacher when in her 60’s, and now in her 80’s a 

funeral director. 

The interviewer looked at her, quite astonished, and asked why she had married four men with such 

diverse careers.  

“I married one for the money, two for the show, three to get ready, and four to go.” 

Announcements 
 

BIBLE STUDY:  Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. led by Gary Green 

 

COFFEE(?), CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 a.m.  

in the Conference Rm. for conversation, coffee and the spiritual discipline of coloring 

 

CHURCH LUNCHEON, August 29th HAS BEEN CANCELLED due to Connie’s health issues 

 

CHOIR PRACTICE resumes Thursday, September 5th @ 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

5 SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER, we are collecting cleaning supplies for Emmaus Mission, please bring 

and leave in the donation baskets in the hall 

 

WEDNESDAY, September 4th @ 1:00 p.m. The women will meet at the Intersection Coffee Shop.  All 

women are invited.  Please plan to come and enjoy this time of fellowship 

 

ELDERS MEETING, Sunday, September 8th @ 9:30 a.m. 

 

BOARD MEETING, Monday, September 9th @ 6:30 p.m. 

 

CARRY-IN DINNER, Sunday, September 22nd following church service 

 

It’s that time again, Yes- Ring those Chimes.  Practice will start September 22nd @ 9:00 a.m.  If 

anyone is sitting out there with a strong desire, but think you have no talent, you are WRONG!! We 

need at least 2 more willing bodies. Give it some thought.  I know it is a commitment.  Important to 

be at practice.  PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT! 

The local news station was interviewing an 80-year-old lady because she 

had just gotten married for the fourth time.  The interviewer asked her 

questions about her life, about what it felt like being marrying again at 80, 

and then about her new husband’s occupation. 

“He’s a funeral director,” she answered. 

 

 



 

JOYS:   
Praise the Lord, my sister, Barb Stigers does not need any further procedures for her voice.  It should come back on its own! 
 

CONCERNS: 
Bob Minnick, kidney cancer 

Ted Jones having heart cath & stints on Wednesday 

Alice Hibbard  

Rayelee Lothe, new treatment 

Peggy Collett family, Bonnie Uchida’s cousin 

Kay Hardy, emergency surgery 

Todd Hickey Family, loss of his mother 

Sheri & George Rhoten, house fire in Florida 

Susan Spencer  

Anita Closson, COPD & A-Fib 

Norma Harris, in hospital in Indy and leg up to her knee amputated 

Chuck and Shannon Minglin 

Barb Finney  

Sally, heart problems 

Barb Stoneman  

Scott Griffin, and his wife Patty 

Oliver Crain 

Marsha Iles 

Connie Kiesling  

Gavin Morgan  

Bob & Carol Chamness 
  

Keep in Touch 

McKinney Place    Pleasant Escape    
Woody Hammon (Room 115)  Patricia Shipp       

Cynthia Gentry 
 

River Bend Apartments   Chase Nursing Home   Cass Plaza Apartments 
Norma Harris      Dee Hiatt     Shirley Horn  
 

Ongoing Concerns 
Barb Stigers, Donna Troxell, Jonathan Brown, Martha Johnston, Barb Landis, Brooke Spencer, Bill Hipsher, Joan Hipsher, Karen 

Hipsher, Susie Spencer, Kasie Rees, Ruth Collins, Diane Zachary, Beth Upton, Tony and Jennifer Morgan, the families of Auden Myers 

and Haley Begley, Gavin Morgan, Elizabeth Smith & Erica White, Alice Snider, Eva and Wayne Logan, Ellie Winegardner, Ted Jones, 

Rayelee Lother, Amy Howard, Nancy Eberhard 

(If you have any prayer request please call the church or please send an email to: martha.rolcc@gmail.com) 



Serving in September 

 

Elder                                       Deacons                                       Worship 

Prayers at the Table                Offering & Communion               Leaders 

 
  1 Dennis Kolllmar                       Marsha Iles            1 Ken Uchida 

      Jane Kollmar                            Isabelle Iles  

                                                       Melissa Closson      

  8 Melissa Closson                         Jeff Spencer                                           8 Jim Brown 

     Betsy Logan 

                                                     *Clean-up                                               

15 Ted Jones                                  Marsha Iles           15 Alice Snider 

     Julie Jones  

 

22 Ken Uchida                 22 Melissa Closson                        

     Connie Kiesling            

           

29 Dennis Kollmar          29 Bonnie Minglin 

     Jane Kollmar 

 

Coffee Closet                           Greeters         Security Check 

 

  1 Cindy Erickson                          Steve Erickson & Jim Brown           Skip Perry 

 

  8 Ingrid Minnick                           Bob & Ingrid Minnick 

 

15 Martha Brown                           Alice Snider & Kenny Denny 

 

22 Melissa Closson                Melissa Closson & Tiara Denny 

 

29 Barb Erickson                           Chuck & Barb Erickson 

 

August Attendance 

  4  -  60 

11  -  56 

18  -  52 

25  -  66 

 
Minister:  Rev. Betsy Arnold  betsy.kayak@gmail.com 

130 Mall Rd., Logansport, In 46947 / 574-753-3332 / www.rolcc.org  

Church Secretary’s email:  martha.rolcc@gmail.com  cell (574)732-4494 

mailto:betsy.kayak@gmail.com
http://www.rolcc.org/
mailto:martha.rolcc@gmail.com


   September   

Bonnie Hyman         11             Chuck & Barb Erickson        14 

Roslyn Morgan         11      

Chloe Iles          19    

Britlan Morgan         21  

Gwen Frank          23     

Norma Harris                     30  

Ken Uchida                        30      

                           

 

 

 

 

OLD FASHIONED DONUT MUFFINS 

   No need for a Krispy Kreme run when you have this recipe on hand. 

For the muffins:    1/4 C butter, room temperature           For the Glaze:   3 Tbsp. butter, melted 

    1/3 C vegetable oil       1 cup powdered sugar, 

      1/2 C white sugar       (sifted) 

        1/3 C brown sugar       3/4 tsp. vanilla 

2 Eggs         2 Tbsp. hot water 

1 1/2 tsp baking powder 

    3/4 tsp nutmeg 

1 tsp cinnamon 

3/4 tsp salt 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

2 2/3 C flour 

1 C milk 

 Instructions: 

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees and line 12 muffin cups with liners.  In a large 

bowl, beat with a wooden spoon the butter, oil and both sugars until 

 

RECIPES TO SHARE 



smooth.  Beat in eggs, one at a time.  Add the baking powder, baking soda, 

nutmeg, cinnamon, salt and vanilla. 

2. Switch to a rubber spatula and stir in 1 C of flour just until combined.  Add 1/2 

C of milk and stir just until combined.  Add another 1C of flour and stir just 

until combined.  Add the remaining 1/2 C of milk and stir just until 

combined.  Add remaining 2/3 C of flour and stir just until combined.  Do NOT 

over mix any of these steps.  Under mixing is better than over mixing!!!  If you 

over mix, your muffins will not dome well and will be tough. 

 

3. Divide the batter evenly between the 12 muffin cups.  They will be quite  

full.  Bake for 15-17 minutes until the tops are springy to the touch.  Allow them  

to cool for a few minutes before removing them from the pan.  Cool for 10  

minutes on a rack before glazing. 

 

4. Beat together all the ingredients for the glaze, then dip the top of each muffin in  

the glaze, allowing the excess to drip back into the bowl.  Allow the first glaze 

layer to harden, then dip them once more. 

  

 


