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Pastor Betsy’s Notes: 

 

“Am I going to Hell?”  

 

In the past few months 3 people have approached me because they’ve had to set boundaries in 

a difficult relationship. In each case, the person is concerned about their relationship with God 

because they’ve had to protect themselves from someone who has repeatedly harmed them. In 

each case the person doing the harming hasn’t apologized or even stopped causing harm. The 

details of the three situations are completely different. The outcome is the same; a person is 

left feeling guilty and unforgiving because of setting a limit. Two of these three people asked, 

“Am I going to Hell?” 

 

My first response was, “Of course not!” I then shared that Jesus states, “We are to love our 

neighbors as ourselves.” What is implied is that we do in fact love ourselves. Protecting one’s 

self from harm, whether it is emotional, physical, spiritual, is a basic aspect of self-love. God 

has a plan for that person who is hurting you. God has someone else in mind to minister to  

that person; it doesn’t have to be you. 

 

My second response didn’t come to me until yesterday. I was studying for the final of four 

sermons on forgiveness and it struck me that we tend to think of sin as an o think of sin as an 

action or failure of action. The following are examples: “I didn’t forgive that person and that is 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(continued) 

 

a sin.” “I swore at my neighbor and that is a sin.” But what if sin is something more than that? 

 

The word “Sin” literally translates to “Missing the Mark.” Sin means our lives are not oriented 

toward the mark and the mark, I would argue, is God. If we set our sights on God and attempt 

to do God’s will, we may fall into sin. We may step off the path. We may do something or fail to 

do something that hurts someone. But if we’re aiming to be in relationship with God, we cannot 

stray too far off course. Through prayer and community our mistakes will be corrected and our 

journey toward God will continue. 

 

I believe that people have to want to go to Hell in order to get there. If one’s goal is to move 

away from God, then one is oriented toward a different target. The mark that person is trying to 

hit is in the opposite direction of God. A person has free will to turn their back on God and 

march in the opposite direction. Once a direction is established, it is hard to change. Each step 

away from God takes us further; each step makes it more difficult to turn back and accept God’s 

love and grace. 

 

God want nothing more than for that person to return. Like the Prodigal Father scanning the 

horizon for his Prodigal Son, God runs toward a person who turns back and looks toward 

God.  I suspect the further away one is, the further God will be willing to run to meet him or 

her.   

 

I’m indebted to C. S. Lewis’ novel, The Great Divorce for my understanding of Hell and 

Heaven. In the story Hell is a desolate place inhabited by hurting people who move further and 

further away from each other and from God. At any time, anyone in Hell may board a bus 

bound for Heaven. God has not placed them in Hell; they’ve chosen it. 

 

If you want to go to Hell, you can. But if you want to move toward God, if that is the target 

you’re facing, you’re going to have a tough time reaching Hell. God does not demand 

perfection. Moses murdered someone. King David stole another man’s wife and had that man 

killed. Peter betrayed Jesus. And, each of these people is held up as a shining example of faith. 

They weren’t judged harshly based on one sinful act. Instead, they kept aiming for the mark; 

their eyes were looking toward God.  

 

Please be gentle with yourself and be gentle with others. We are all a work in progress. God 

knows us. God knows our path and the struggles of our journey. God loves us. Isn’t that 

wonderful? With our eyes turned toward God, we can’t get too far off track. 

 

Communion Poem Introduction:  Near the end of my sermon on October 13th, I mentioned a 

moment I once spent staring into the woods in despair and then feeling the presence of God 

envelop me. This poem was written about that experience. I hope you enjoy it. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion 

 

The mysteries of the universe                                             Dancing o’re my lips 

            I cannot comprehend                                                         and merging with my tongue 

But that which slices true and deep                                     You purified my heart dear Lord 

            bleeds from your heart my friend.                                      by your Grace I’m unstrung. 

 

Magnificence, no deity                                                         I still long for your presence Lord                            

           upon my heart can trace                                                      and audibly profess 

save that which etched there by the curve                            that I, your creature, have been  

            I touched upon your face.                                                  blessed 

                                                                                             Your Kingdom come, like rain! 

In prayer I find I cannot reach 

           a state of truer bliss                                                          copy write 2001 

 than that which was so gently placed                                                  Cady Elizabeth Arnold 

           on my lips by your kiss. 

 

Striving hard I cannot cross 

          that chasm wisely deep 

but with his hand upon my breast 

          my infant son can sleep. 

 

Like my child I wish that I 

          could lay upon your breast. 

Somehow I feel that there I’d find 

           some much needed rest. 

 

Instead You placed a miracle 

          upon my sleeve of black. 

Having witness such grandeur 

           I cannot now turn back. 
 

Six pointed Star of Wonder 

           crystal ice design 

artistry in slivers drawn 

            so miniscule, so fine. 

 

Yielding to your impulse Lord 

           and raising to my face 

I brought that tiny snowflake up 

             it’s mysteries to taste. 
 

 

 



 

                                                                                                                      

 

ALL SAINTS DAY, Sunday, November 3rd:  If you have lost a special person in your life and 

you would like to have them remember, please let the office know.  

 

BIBLE STUDY: Tuesdays @ 10:00 a.m. led by Cary Green.  

 

COFFEE(?), CONVERSATION & COLORING:  Thursday, at 11:00 a.m.  

in the Conference Rm. for conversation, coffee and the spiritual discipline of coloring. 

 

CHOIR PRACTICE:  Thursdays, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

 

Bell Choir practice every Sunday @ 9:00 a.m.  

 

FREE SOUP SUPPER SUNDAY, Sunday, October 27 @ 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. for the 

community  

 

WEDNESDAY, November 6th @ 1:00 p.m., the women will meet at the Intersection Coffee 

Shop. All women are invited. Please plan to come and enjoy this time of fellowship. 

 

BOARD MEETING, Monday, November 11th @ 6:30 p.m. 
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Give Thanks 

 

November is upon us.  Temperatures and leaves are falling. Thanksgiving is just 

around the proverbial corner.   

Giving thanks in the Old Testament was related to blessing and praise, and grace 

is associated with giving thanks in the New Testament. Today, however, it’s easy to 

lose sight of blessing, praise, and grace amid the scurrying about that so often 

accompanies Thanksgiving festivities.  

The Apostle Paul reminds us to “
16
Rejoice always; 

17
pray without ceasing; 

18
in 

everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thess. 

5:16-18, NASB).  So, as Christians, let us be mindful that we are called to be 

thankful in everything.  

This year, before we find ourselves in a frenzy, I hope we can find time to truly 

praise God for the blessings and grace He has given us.  More importantly, I hope 

we will rejoice in our salvation and thank God simply for who He is.   

As you scramble around cooking turkeys, setting the table, and trying to remove 

cranberry stains from the carpet, remember that, “True thanksgiving does not 

consist primarily of deeds, but of the disposition of the heart, and it brings persons 

nearer to God and enables them to see God’s salvation” (Myers, 1987). 

May we be truly thankful, praising God for His blessings and grace.  

Have a blessed Thanksgiving. 

Cary J. Green 

 

Myers, A. C. (1987). In The Eerdmans Bible dictionary (p. 996). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Eerdmans. 
 



 

 

JOYS:   
God is with us always! 

We are so thankful and blessed to have Pastor Betsy and Cary Green ministering to us! 

 

CONCERNS: 
George Drake, 1 stint and in 2 weeks will have 

experimental laser surgery to treat 2
nd

 stint 

Austin Seavers having open heart surgery 

Clarabel McIntire 

Pat Hall having radiation 

Tim Zimmerman Family 

Vicki Leonard, having heart surgery 10/23  

Marcy Stigers, having double mastectomy, 10/25 

Safe travels to Florida for Mary Ann’s daughter to find 

work and new start 

Mary Jean Shanks 

Bonnie and John Minglin 

Ingrid Minnick and family 

Linda Lesley  

Chase, Martha Johnston’s son-in-law 

Rayelee Lother, in Hospice  

Ruth Baker 

Betty Monical  

Chuck Swanson 

Lindsey Gordan 

Katrina Cook 

Chuck Swanson 

Marcy Stigers 

Kelly Richardson 

Jean Beverly 

Tetzloff family ongoing concerns 

Kay Hardy 

Anita Closson

Jaxon, 6 weeks old, Martha Johnston’s great grandson, 

Cystic Fibrosis, not doing well 

 

ONGOING CONCERNS: 
Alice Hibbard, Max Landes, Cyndy Gentry, David Herd, Skip Perry,Ted Jones, John Iles, Norma Harris, Barb 

Stigers, Donna Troxell, Jonathan Brown, Martha Johnston, Barb Landis, Brooke Spencer, Bill Hipsher, Joan 

Hipsher, Karen Hipsher, Susie Spencer, Kasie Rees, Ruth Collins, Diane Zachary, Beth Upton, Tony and Jennifer 

Morgan, the families of Auden Myers and Haley Begley, Gavin Morgan, Elizabeth Smith & Erica White, Alice 

Snider, Eva and Wayne Logan, Ellie Winegardner, Ted Jones, Rayelee Lother, Amy Howard, Nancy Eberhard, 

Tim Johnston 

KEEP IN TOUCH: 

McKinney Place   Pleasant Escape    

Woody Hammon (Room 115) Patricia Shipp       

Cynthia Gentry 

 

Miller’s Merry Manor   Chase Nursing Home   Cass Plaza Apartments 

Norma Harris (Rm. 322)  Dee Hiatt     Shirley Horn  

 



APPLE STUFFING BALLS 
YIELD:  18  BALLS  

PREP TIME: 15 MINS  

COOK TIME: 30 MINS  

TOTAL TIME:  55 MINS 

 

INGREDIENTS 
 ¼ cup butter, cubed 

 1 large onion, finely chopped 

 2 celery ribs, finely chapped 

 3 large eggs, beaten 

 ¼ cup minced fresh parsley 

 ¾ teaspoon salt 

 ½ teaspoon dried thyme 

 ¼ teaspoon pepper 

 9 cups soft bread crumbs 

 2 medium apples, peeled and finely chopped 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Preheat hoven to 350 degrees.  In a large skillet, heat butter over medium heat.  Add onion and 

celery; cook and stir 4-6 minutes or just until tender. 

2. In a large bowl, mix eggs, parsley, salt thyme and pepper.  Stir in bread crumbs, apples and the 

onion mixture.  Shape into 2-inch balls.  Place in a foil-lined 15x10x1 – inch baking pan.  Bake 30-

35 minutes or until golden brown 
 

 

 



Crescent Mummy Dogs 

 

Ingredients 

1 can (8 oz) Pillsbury™ refrigerated crescent rolls or 1 can (8 oz) Pillsbury™ refrigerated Crescent Dough Sheet 

2 ½ slices American cheese, quartered  

10 hot dogs 

Cooking spray 

Mustard or ketchup, if desired 

INSTRUCTIONS 

 Heat oven to 375°F. 

 If using crescent rolls: Unroll dough; separate at perforations, creating 4 rectangles. Press perforations to seal. If 

using dough sheet: Unroll dough; cut into 4 rectangles.             

With knife or kitchen scissors, cut each rectangle lengthwise into 10 pieces, making a total of 40 pieces of dough. 

Slice cheese slices into quarters (1/2 slice cheese, cut in half).                                                                                           

 Wrap 4 pieces of dough around each hot dog and 1/4 slice of cheese to look like "bandages," stretching dough 

slightly to completely cover hot dog. About 1/2 inch from one end of each hot dog, separate "bandages" so hot dog 

shows through for "face." On ungreased large cookie sheet, place wrapped hot dogs (cheese side down); spray dough  
lightly with cooking spray.                                          

 Bake 13 to 17 minutes or until dough is light golden brown and hot dogs are hot. With mustard, draw features on 

"face." 



 



Serving in November 

 

Elder                                       Deacons                                        Worship 

Prayers at the Table                Offering & Communion                Leaders 

 
  3  Betsy Logan                              Terry Logan             3  Jason Crittendon 

      Melissa Closson                        Betsy Logan 

                                                       Connie Kiesling      

10  Ted Jones                                 Melissa Closson                                    10  Reshma Green 

      Julie Jones 

                                                     *Clean-up                                               

17  Ken Uchida                              Mary Ann McIntire           17  Dennis Kollmar                        

      Connie Kiesling  

 

24  Dennis Kollmar                 24 Marsha Iles                        

      Jane Kollmar            

 

 

Coffee Closet                           Greeters         Security Check 

 

  3  Mary Bell                                  Mary Bell & Mary Ann McIntire    Dennis Kollmar 

 

10  Cindy Erickson                         Steve Erickson & Mike Sims 

 

17  Ingrid Minnick                          Ingrid Minnick & Skip Perry 

 

24  Dennis Kollmar       Alice Snider & Kenny Denny 

 

 

October Attendance 
  6 -    

13 - 60 

20 -  

27 -  

 

Minister:  Rev. Betsy Arnold  betsy.kayak@gmail.com 

130 Mall Rd., Logansport, In 46947 / 574-753-3332 / www.rolcc.org  

Church Secretary’s email:  martha.rolcc@gmail.com  cell (574)732-4494 
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